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Photography: A professional photographer will take a picture of you 
as you cross the stage. A proof of this picture will be emailed to you 
at your Georgia Southern email address and mailed to your home 
address so that you may decide if you wish to purchase these photos. 
Find out more about this service at GradImages.com. 
Concessions: Concession stands/carts selling food and drinks will 
be open throughout the ceremonies. For the Savannah ceremonies, 
concession carts will be available throughout the center. No outside 
food or beverages are allowed in the Convention Center. For the 
Statesboro ceremonies, a concession stand on the lower level of 
Hanner Fieldhouse will be open for purchasing food and drinks. 
Please note that candidates will not be allowed to carry food or drinks 
into the designated seating area for the ceremony. 
Live Broadcast: The university-wide ceremony will be broadcast via 
the University’s Facebook page at Facebook.com/GeorgiaSouthern. 
Commencement ceremonies for each of the colleges will be broadcast 
live via each college’s Facebook page and then shared on the 
University’s main Facebook page. All ceremonies can also be viewed via 
the web on the Georgia Southern Commencement Live Feed Page. 
Accessibility Access: If your guest requires special accommodations 
for a disability, special seating is available. Guests entering the 
stadium from the designated handicap parking area should enter 
through Gates 5, 12 or 13 (University-wide). Handicap seating for 
the Savannah ceremonies are available on the right hand side of 
the Exhibit Hall near the front. Handicap seating for the Statesboro 
ceremonies are located on the upper level of Hanner Fieldhouse 
which can be accessed from the front of Hanner. Please see the map 
for wheelchairs and other handicap seating on the commencement 
website. If you have questions, please contact the Student 
Accessibility Resource Center at 912-478-1566.
Sign Language: American Sign Language interpreting is available. 
Guests who need access and desire close proximity to sign language 
services may choose to sit in Section J (University-Wide), near the 
stage on the left side of the Exhibit Hall (Savannah) or Section G on 
the front row in the Hanner Fieldhouse (Statesboro) which will be 
reserved until 15 minutes before the ceremony begins.
Diplomas/Transcripts: Diplomas will be mailed to the graduates at their 
diploma mailing address or their permanent home address. Diplomas 
will be mailed six to eight weeks after graduation for students who have 
applied for graduation and completed all requirements. 
More info: For more information or access to ceremony maps, please 
visit GeorgiaSouthern.edu/commencement.
Ushers are stationed throughout the building to assist you.
Police Officers are also available on location.
In Case of Emergency—Follow the directions given by the usher and 
police officer nearest you.
Medical Emergency—Ask the nearest usher for assistance. The usher 






Paulson Stadium, Statesboro Campus
9 a.m.  •  Saturday, May 11, 2019
ALLEN E. PAULSON COLLEGE OF  
ENGINEERING AND COMPUTING
Hanner Fieldhouse, Statesboro Campus
1 p.m.  •  Friday, May 10, 2019
COLLEGE OF ARTS AND HUMANITIES
Hanner Fieldhouse, Statesboro Campus
1 p.m.  •  Saturday, May 11, 2019
COLLEGE OF BEHAVIORAL 
AND SOCIAL SCIENCES
Hanner Fieldhouse, Statesboro Campus
9:30 a.m.  •  Friday, May 10, 2019
COLLEGE OF EDUCATION
Savannah Convention Center
1 p.m.  •  Friday, May 10, 2019
COLLEGE OF SCIENCE 
AND MATHEMATICS
Hanner Fieldhouse, Statesboro Campus
4 p.m.  •  Friday, May 10, 2019
JIANN-PING HSU 
COLLEGE OF PUBLIC HEALTH
Savannah Convention Center
4 p.m.  •  Friday, May 10, 2019
PARKER COLLEGE OF BUSINESS
Hanner Fieldhouse, Statesboro Campus
4 p.m.  •  Saturday, May 11, 2019
WATERS COLLEGE OF  
HEALTH PROFESSIONS
Savannah Convention Center
9:30 a.m.  •  Friday, May 10, 2019
CONTENTS
History of Georgia Southern 4
Points of Pride 6





The Symbols of Academic Tradition 12
Letter from the President 13
University-wide Ceremony  14
Waters College of Health Professions 16
College of Education 22
Jiann-Ping Hsu College of Public Health 28
College of Behavioral and Social Sciences 32
Allen E. Paulson College of  
Engineering and Computing 38
College of Science and Mathematics 44
College of Arts and Humanities 48
Parker College of Business 54
Emeritus Faculty 60
Previous Honorary Degrees Awarded 65
Alma Mater 66
HISTORY OF GEORGIA SOUTHERN
The roots of Georgia 
Southern University 
begin in Savannah.
In 1906, Georgia Southern 
founders from Bulloch County 
met with state legislators 
and leaders from competing 
counties at the DeSoto Hotel, 
where they won the bid for the 
First District A&M School to 
be located in Statesboro.
In 1935, just a half-mile 
away from the DeSoto, 
Armstrong was founded at the 
historic Armstrong House on 
Bull Street.
In both cases, local leaders like 
Lonnie Brannen and Albert 
M. Deal from Statesboro, 
and Lowry Axley and Thomas 
Gamble in Savannah, 
understood the impact that 
education would have on the 
workforce and the business 
prospects of the region, and 
they put their resources behind 
their beliefs.
In 1924, First District A&M 
School expanded its mission 
and became the Georgia 
Normal School, training 
teachers at the college level 
for the first time. By 1959, 
the Board of Regents changed 
the school’s name to Georgia 
Southern College, a four-year 
college with diverse programs.
In 1964, Armstrong had 
also achieved four-year college 
status, and just two years later 
completed its new campus on 
the southside of Savannah. The 
move was controversial to many 
locals and city leaders because 
the southside was considered 
“out in the country.” Back then, 
Abercorn Extension ended at 
a barricade right in front of 
the campus.
However, the move proved to 
be visionary, and the southside 
became an integral part of the 
city in later years.
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In 1980, Georgia Southern 
created its first ROTC program 
with Mercer University’s help. 
Four years later, the University 
assumed responsibility for 
ROTC at Armstrong, and 
the cadres have been linked 
ever since.
Today, our ROTC programs 
draw some of the best and 
brightest from around the 
country, and our cadets are 
routinely among the best in 
the nation. Georgia Southern 
is also a top 10 producer 
of Army nurses in the 
United States.
Our ties to the military don’t 
end there. Fort Stewart is the 
largest Army base east of the 
Mississippi, and has provided 
a huge opportunity for us to 
connect with our community. 
In 1998, Armstrong worked 
with Georgia Southern and 
other USG institutions to 
create the Liberty Center—
now the Liberty Campus—
which serves the large 
population of active-duty 
and veteran military and 
their families. Both Georgia 
Southern and Armstrong have 
been designated Military-
Friendly institutions for 
years, a trend we will proudly 
continue as a consolidated 
University.
With the reinstatement of 
football in 1982, Georgia 
Southern began to get noticed 
on the national stage. During 
the Eagles run of championships 
under head coach Erk Russell, 
enrollment doubled. 
By 1990, this explosive 
growth and the hard work 
of faculty and staff led to its 
designation as a University. 
Just six years later, Armstrong 
gained University status as 
well, and the two institutions 
expanded their program 
offerings and regional impact.
In 2017, Georgia Southern 
and Armstrong consolidated to 
become one Georgia Southern 
University, and is now the 
largest public university south 
of Atlanta and the fifth largest 
in the state. Focused on student 
success, the University seeks 
to help our students get the 
firsthand, experiential training 
that will help them enter 




Georgia Southern is now the 
fifth largest public university in 
Georgia and the largest south 
of Atlanta.
Georgia Southern University 
is now ranked as an “R2” high 
research institution, placing it 
in the top 6% of all institutions 
ranked by the Carnegie 
Classification of Institutions of 
Higher Education. The “R2” 
designation is the second-
highest classification for 
research institutions.
Named “Military-Friendly” 
Gold school for the seventh 
year in a row by Victory 
Media, publisher of G.I. Jobs, 
STEM Jobs and Military Spouse 
magazines, and ranked number 
one in the best schools for 
military students by Best for 
Vets Colleges.
The Armstrong Campus 
is ranked number three by 
Military Times for the Best 
Colleges of 2018. 
For the seventh year in a row, 
Georgia Southern University 
was named one of the nation’s 
top eco-friendly campuses 
in The Princeton Review’s 
Guide to 361 Green Colleges: 
2018 Edition.
Georgia Southern ranked in 
the top five percent of schools 
for gender diversity according 
to College Factual. In the 2019 
rankings for gender diversity 
at colleges and universities 
nationwide, Georgia Southern 
University ranked No. 82 out of 
2,486, with a gender diversity 
of 49.1 percent male and 50.9 
percent female.
Georgia Southern University 
is one of six postsecondary 
institutions included 
on the prestigious 2018 
Green Ribbon Schools list 
by the U.S. Department of 
Education for its environmental 
accomplishments. Areas 
of recognition include 
sustainability, health, physical 
education, safety policies, food 
service and environmental and 
sustainability curriculum.
The Georgia Southern 
University Armstrong Campus 
in Savannah is designated a 
National Center of Academic 
Excellence in Cyber Defense 
Education and National Center 
of Digital Forensic Academic 
Excellence. The University is 
one of only 14 institutions 
in the country to earn both 
designations from the U.S. 
National Security Agency/
Department of Homeland 
Security and the Department 
of Defense Cyber Crime 
Center. Georgia Southern 
maintains a Memorandum 
of Understanding with the 
U.S. Army Cyber Center of 
Excellence at Ft. Gordon as 
an academic training partner 
for the U.S. Army Cyber 
workforce. Focusing on digital 
forensics, cryptography and 
network analysis, Georgia 
Southern and the U.S. Army 
Cyber Center of Excellence 
collaborate to provide cyber 
education training to local, 
regional and national military 
constituents.
Georgia Southern University’s 
Department of Biology is 
the largest center for biology 
research and education in 
southern Georgia.
Georgia Southern’s Allen E. 
Paulson College of Engineering 
and Computing opened 
the state of Georgia’s first 
undergraduate Manufacturing 
Engineering program in August 
2015, with the first cohort 
graduating in 2019. The 
program is one of only 20 in the 
nation and one of only three in 
the Southeast United States.
The Armstrong Campus in 
Savannah was designated as 
the first college campus in the 
country to have a collegiate 
chapter of the National Latina 
Organization MANA, which 
represents the interests of Latina 
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women, youth and families in 
the areas of education, health 
and well-being, financial 
literacy, equal and civil rights 
and immigration reform.
The Eagle Battalion is proud to 
have one of the largest Army 
ROTC Nursing programs 
in the nation. Georgia 
Southern’s School of Nursing is 
consistently ranked among the 
top in the country. The strong 
relationship between these elite 
programs has ensured that our 
nurse cadets receive top quality 
education and experience while 
being held to high academic 
and ethical standards, preparing 
them to become both Army 
officers and leaders in the field 
of medicine.
Georgia Southern University 
established its first permanent 
scientific field station known as 
the Effingham Wetlands. The 
property of about 1,400 acres, 
is located in Effingham and 
Chatham counties.
The Betty Foy Sanders Georgia 
Artists Collection, one of 
Georgia Southern University’s 
largest permanent collections, 
recently celebrated its 50th 
anniversary. The collection was 
established in 1967 by former 
Georgia first lady Betty Foy 
Sanders, a Statesboro native.
Georgia Southern University 
has been named a top four-year 
university on the Phi Theta 
Kappa’s Transfer Honor Roll 
for creating pathways to 
support transfer students. It 
was recognized on a list of only 
112 colleges and universities 
in the U.S.
Georgia Southern University 
received an honorable mention 
designation for the most recent 
Climate Leadership Awards 
from Second Nature and the 
U.S. Green Building Council. 
The Climate Leadership 
Awards recognize advanced 
leadership in sustainability, 
climate change mitigation 
and resilience at college and 
university campuses. The 
honorable mention designation 
is the second highest an 
institution can receive. The 
finalists included only nine 
four-year institutions, among 
them, Furman University, 
Duke University, two Ivy 
League schools and three 
universities from California, all 
widely known and supported 
for their commitment to 
sustainability. Second Nature is 
a national nonprofit that works 
to accelerate climate action in, 
and through, higher education.
Georgia Southern’s online 
programs are consistently high 
in national rankings including 
the top 10 online universities. 
Other top online rankings 
include number one in best 
online master’s in Educational 
Leadership, master’s in 
Computer Science and online 
BSN degrees. Also ranking 
second in online master’s in 
Early Childhood Education, 
doctorate of Nursing Practice, 
in Exercise Science, Sports 
Management and master’s 
degree in Kinesiology.
Georgia Southern University’s 
accreditation has been 
reaffirmed by the Southern 
Association of Colleges 
and Schools Commission 
on Colleges (SACSCOC) 
through the year 2025. The 
reaffirmation demonstrates the 
University’s commitment to the 
highest educational standards.
According to a University 
System of Georgia report, 
Georgia Southern University 
has an annual economic impact 
of just more than $1 billion 
on the region it serves. The 
report says Georgia Southern is 
a significant part of the USG’s 
$16.8 billion economic impact 
on the state of Georgia. The 
report said 11,535 jobs can 
be tied to Georgia Southern, 
contributing to an annual 
economic impact measured at 
$1.02 billion.
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Georgia Southern University is the state’s largest and most 
comprehensive center of higher education south of Atlanta. With 141 
degree programs at the associate’s, bachelor’s, master’s and doctoral 
levels, Georgia Southern has been designated a Carnegie Doctoral/
R2 university and serves nearly 26,500 students from all 50 states, 
Washington D.C. and Puerto Rico as well as 102 nations.
With three vibrant campuses — the Statesboro Campus, the Armstrong 
Campus in Savannah and the Liberty Campus in Hinesville — Georgia 
Southern offers an attractive campus environment that encourages 
learning, discovery and personal growth. Georgia Southern is accredited 
by the Southern Association of Colleges and Schools and has earned 
special accreditation from professional and academic associations that 
set standards in their fields.
Emphasizing academic distinction, excellent teaching, research and 
student success, Georgia Southern offers both undergraduate and 
graduate degrees through nine colleges: the Allen E. Paulson College 
of Engineering and Computing, the College of Arts and Humanities, 
the College of Behavioral and Social Sciences, the College of 
Education, the College of Science and Mathematics, the Jack N. 
Averitt College of Graduate Studies, the Jiann-Ping Hsu College of 
Public Health, the Parker College of Business and the Waters College 
of Health Professions.
Founded in 1906, Georgia Southern has grown to three campuses: 
a 900-acre quintessential college setting in Statesboro, featuring 
Georgian-style, red-brick historic buildings and modern contemporary 
buildings set amid pines and oaks and home to more than 20,000 
students; a 268-acre arboretum campus just minutes away from 
historic downtown Savannah and a short drive from the sunny 
beaches of Tybee Island with more than 100 programs and some 
6,500 students; and a modern, state-of-the-art facility in Hinesville 
geared for local and military-affiliated students.
Georgia Southern fields 17 NCAA teams with storied programs that 
have achieved national accolades on and off the field. In addition 
to six FCS national football championship flags flying at Allen E. 
Paulson Stadium, Georgia Southern teams and individuals regularly 
compete for conference and national honors. In 2014, Georgia 
Southern moved to the Football Bowl Subdivision’s Sun Belt 
Conference, claiming the Sun Belt crown in its first season in the 
Conference. In 2015, the team won the 17th GoDaddy Bowl in its 
first season of bowl eligibility, and recently achieved its second bowl 
victory at the 2018 Raycom Media Camellia Bowl. The University’s 
athletics teams include football, men’s and women’s basketball, 
baseball, volleyball, men’s and women’s golf, men’s and women’s 
tennis, indoor and outdoor track and field, cross country, swimming 
and diving, softball, men’s and women’s soccer and women’s rifle.
The University also has an active alumni program serving 120,000 
alumni around the world. Some of the University’s prominent alumni 
include: Otis S. Johnson, Ph.D., a two-time mayor of Savannah 
(Armstrong); country music star Luke Bryan; Mike Davis, executive 
director of the United States Golf Association; Stratton Leopold, 
Hollywood producer and local entrepreneur (Armstrong); Hala 
Moddlemog, president of the Metro Atlanta Chamber; and Dan 
Cathy, chairman, president and chief operating officer of Chick-fil-A.
For more information, visit GeorgiaSouthern.edu.
The Georgia Southern University seal symbolizes the University 
and its history. The seal depicts the Marvin Pittman Administration 
Building, which was built in 1907 and anchors Sweetheart Circle, 
the iconic lawn of picturesque live oaks, magnolias and pecan trees 
that are indicative of southeastern and coastal Georgia. The Circle’s 
main entrance is featured as a brick-walled gateway, with each side 
topped by a lamp of knowledge. Three stars symbolize the legacy and 
traditions of all three campuses that comprise the University and their 
rich histories — the Armstrong Campus in Savannah, the Liberty 
Campus in Hinesville and the Statesboro Campus. The year, 1906, 
indicates the founding date of Georgia Southern University as the 
First District Agricultural & Mechanical School in Statesboro.
THE SEAL
ABOUT GEORGIA SOUTHERN UNIVERSITY
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FREEDOM 
Freedom is a non-releasable American Bald Eagle permitted to Georgia Southern 
University’s Center for Wildlife Education & Lamar Q. Ball, Jr. Raptor Center 
Today, Georgia Southern University acknowledges the remarkable achievements of our 
graduates and celebrates a popular and enduring commencement tradition with the appearance 
of Freedom, our American Bald Eagle mascot. Freedom’s appearance during the singing of the 
Georgia Southern Alma Mater signifies the conclusion of the commencement ceremony. He 
serves not only as an ambassador for wildlife, but as an iconic reminder of the strength and 
majesty of our nation.
Freedom is a male Southern bald eagle that was found knocked out of the nest in Maitland, 
Florida. Only weeks old and appearing like a “brown ball of fuzz,” it was discovered that the 
young eagle had an injury to his beak and suffered from an infection. Rushed to the Florida 
Audubon Center for Birds of Prey, Freedom made a complete recovery from the infection, but 
the injury to his beak was permanent, preventing his release into the wild. With the permission 
of the United States Fish and Wildlife Service, Georgia Southern acquired Freedom in 2004.
Through the Georgia Southern University Center for Wildlife Education and Lamar Q. Ball, 
Jr. Raptor Center, thousands of visitors young and old are embraced by the power of Freedom. 
Freedom is one of three American Bald Eagles housed at the 18-acre sanctuary, located in 
the heart of Georgia Southern’s campus. The Center also contains numerous species of native 
raptors, reptiles and amphibians. 
For more information visit GeorgiaSouthern.edu/wildlife
Did You Know? 
The bald eagle is found only in  
North America.
The bald eagle became the official 
symbol of the United States of 
America in 1782.
Georgia Southern University adopted 
the eagle as its symbol in 1960.
The bald eagle owes its name to 
the Middle English term “balled,” 
meaning “shining white.” The adult 
bald eagle’s head and neck feathers are 
all white, giving it the name “balled 
eagle,” meaning “white eagle.”
The bald eagle has a wingspan of 6-8 ft., 
and makes its home along coastlines and 
large bodies of fresh water.
Eagles are mature at five years of age.
Eagles require a 25-mile hunting 
territory and appear to mate for life 
(can live as long as 50 years).
Forty years ago, the bald eagle was 
nearing extinction with just 417 
nesting pairs of the birds known in 
the United States. Today, the bird has 
made a remarkable comeback and is 
now off the Endangered Species List.
In 1983, no nesting pair of eagles 
could be found in Georgia. Today, 
Georgia has more than 177 known 
nesting pairs throughout the state.
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ACADEMIC COLORS
Jack N. averitt college of graduate StudieS
Light Blue Doctor of Education 
Apricot Doctor of Nursing Practice 
Royal Blue Doctor of Philosophy 
Teal Doctor of Physical Therapy
Citron Doctor of Psychology 
Salmon Pink Doctor of Public Health
Light Blue Education Specialist
Drab Master of Accounting 
 Master of Arts
White  English
White  History
White  Professional Communication Leadership
White  Social Science
White  Spanish
Light Blue Master of Arts in Teaching
Drab Master of Business Administration 
Light Blue Master of Education
Brown Master of Fine Arts
Kelly Green Master of Health Administration
Pink Master of Music
Peacock Blue Master of Public Administration 
Salmon Pink Master of Public Health
 Master of Science
Copper  Applied Economics
Science Gold  Applied Geography
Science Gold  Biology
Sage Green  Communication Sciences and Disorders
Science Gold  Computer Science 
Science Gold  Criminal Justice
Sage Green  Kinesiology
Science Gold  Mathematics
Citron  Psychology
Sage Green  Sport Management
Orange Master of Science in Applied Engineering 
Gold Master of Science in Applied Physical Sciences
Orange Master of Science in Civil Engineering
Orange Master of Science in Electrical Engineering
Science Gold Master of Science in Information Technology
Orange Master of Science in Mechanical Engineering
Apricot Master of Science in Nursing
Sage Green Master of Science in Sports Medicine
alleN e. PaulSoN college of  
eNgiNeeriNg aNd comPutiNg
Gold Bachelor of Information Technology
 Bachelor of Science 
Science Gold  Computer Science
Orange Bachelor of Science in Civil Engineering
Orange Bachelor of Science in Computer Engineering
Orange Bachelor of Science in Construction 
Orange Bachelor of Science in Construction Engineering
Orange Bachelor of Science in Electrical Engineering 
Science Gold Bachelor of Science in Information Technology 
Orange Bachelor of Science in Manufacturing Engineering
Orange Bachelor of Science in Mechanical Engineering
college of artS aNd HumaNitieS
Black Associate of Arts
Black Associate of Science




White  Modern Languages
Pink  Music
Dark Blue  Philosophy
Brown  Theatre
White  Women’s, Gender and Sexuality Studies
White  Writing
Brown Bachelor of Fine Arts
Gold & White Bachelor of Interdisciplinary Studies 
Pink Bachelor of Music
 Bachelor of Science
Light Blue  Art Education
Silver  Communication Studies
Crimson  Multimedia Journalism
Crimson  Multimedia Film and Production
Crimson  Public Relations
college of BeHavioral aNd Social ScieNceS
 Bachelor of Arts
Science Gold Anthropology
Aquamarine International Studies
Science Gold Law and Society
Dark Blue Political Science
Citron Psychology
 Bachelor of Science
Maroon Child and Family Development
Science Gold Criminal Justice and Criminology








Light Blue Bachelor of Science in Education
college of ScieNce aNd matHematicS
 Bachelor of Arts
Science Gold  Biology
Science Gold  Chemistry
Science Gold  Geography
Science Gold  Geology
Science Gold  Physics and Astronomy
 Bachelor of Science
Science Gold  Biology
Science Gold  Biochemistry
Science Gold  Chemistry
Science Gold  Geography 
Science Gold  Geology 
Science Gold  Mathematical Sciences 
Science Gold  Physics
JiaNN-PiNg HSu college of PuBlic HealtH
Sage Green Bachelor of Science in Public Health
Parker college of BuSiNeSS
 Bachelor of Arts
Copper  Economics
Drab Bachelor of Business Administration
Drab Bachelor of Science in Business Economics
WaterS college of HealtH ProfeSSioNS
Sage Green Bachelor of Health Sciences
 Bachelor of Science
Sage Green  Communication Sciences and Disorders
Maroon  Nutrition and Food Science
Gold  Rehabilitation Sciences
Gold  Respiratory Therapy
Sage Green  Sport Management
Sage Green Bachelor of Science in Athletic Training 
Sage Green Bachelor of Science in Kinesiology
Kelly Green Bachelor of Science in Medical Laboratory Science
Apricot Bachelor of Science in Nursing




Undergraduate students, who accomplish a high level of academic 
achievement, as reflected by their grade point average, receive 
distinction as follows:




3.5-3.79 Magna Cum Laude




3.7-3.89 Magna Cum Laude
3.9-4.0 Summa Cum Laude
Students graduating with honors are distinguished at 
commencement exercises by a blue and white honor cord attached 
to the left shoulder of their gowns. Their distinction is recognized by 
notation on their diplomas and on their academic transcripts.
uNiverSity HoNorS  
Program ScHolarS
The University Honors Program offers a special Honors curriculum 
to a select group of academically talented students. In addition 
to high academic standards, the Program requires a substantial 
commitment to community service and experiential learning. The 
diplomas of graduating University Honors Program Scholars are 
distinguished by the Honors designation. 
NOTE: Since programs are prepared in advance of the receipt of final 
grades, the listing of candidates and honor recipients may, in some 
instances, be inaccurate. Also, in addition to GPA, there are other 
requirements to qualify for graduation with honors. After graduation 
and all final grades are recorded and all degree requirements are 
complete, honors are re-calculated and will be added to diplomas and 
transcripts, if honors are achieved.
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THE SYMBOLS OF ACADEMIC TRADITION
MACE
Leading the Processional of faculty and administration is the Macebearer, the faculty member 
holding the rank of Professor with the highest seniority of service at Georgia Southern University.
The mace is a two-and-one-half foot shaft and sphere of cast Everdur bronze and carved 
American walnut. This representation of the ceremonial symbol of office and authority was 
designed and crafted in 1988 by Thomas P. Steadman, Associate Professor of Art. Its angular 
forms and low-gloss finishes are reminiscent of the medieval battle mace from which the more 
scepter-like academic mace evolved.
The design of the mace blends forms suggested by native flora of South Georgia. The magnolia 
leaves and stems encircling the head of the mace in a double helix symbolize Georgia 
Southern’s link with its region. A small ballast rock, found on the Georgia coast and traced to 
probable British origin, is embedded in the finial base of the shaft representing the foundation 
of the institution.
REGALIA
The academic regalia worn by faculty and administration at today’s commencement ceremony 
traces its origin to that worn by faculty and students at medieval European universities. The 
robes and hoods have evolved as ceremonial garments signifying level of degree, academic field, 
and the awarding institution. Today’s gowns for associate, baccalaureate, master, education 
specialist and doctoral degrees are made of a rayon blend, always black. Associate and bachelor 
gowns have pointed sleeves and are worn closed. The master gowns, also worn closed, have an 
oblong sleeve with a base that hangs open at the wrist.
The specialist and doctoral gown is the most elaborate, with a much fuller cut and velvet panels 
on the sleeves, around the neck, and down the front. These panels may be black or the color 
that symbolizes the subject field in which the degree was earned.
The hoods are black, three and one-half feet long, lined with the official colors of the 
institution, and trimmed in velvet in the color of the degree field.
Caps in the form of mortar boards are made of cotton poplin or a similar material. The tassel 
may be any one of three different colors—black, metallic gold, or the color representative of 
the major field in which the degree was earned.
DOUBLE EAGLE
The Double Eagle Society is an incentive program and a joint initiative between the College of 
Graduate Studies and the Alumni Association of Georgia Southern. This initiative was created 
to recognize our alumni who have earned two (or more) degrees from Georgia Southern: one 
undergraduate degree and one graduate degree or two graduate degrees.
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LETTER FROM THE PRESIDENT
To the Graduates of 2019:
Congratulations to all of you on this special day! All of us at Georgia Southern University 
celebrate this educational milestone with you. Graduating from college is a significant 
achievement, and whether you are an undergraduate, graduate or doctoral student, you should 
take enormous pride in what you have accomplished.
By choosing to pursue a degree at Georgia Southern, you’ve not only chosen to build a sure 
academic foundation for yourself, you’ve also decided to pursue the real-world, first-hand 
experiences that will set you apart from your peers. Many of you have engaged in significant 
research projects, taking your theoretical learning and using it to solve problems here and now. 
Some of you have traveled to other countries, where you’ve been introduced to new cultures 
and languages and ideas. And some of you have immersed yourself in campus life, service 
and leadership, where you’ve learned more about yourself and others than any classroom 
could provide.
With all this experience, my hope is that you will leave here and have a significant impact 
on our region and our state. Your professors and instructors and advisors have invested their 
knowledge, time and expertise into your lives and have pushed you to realize your potential. 
For many of you, your family has encouraged and supported you as you carried hefty course 
loads, navigated financial challenges, sacrificed sleep and learned what it means to be an adult. 
All of us look forward to a bright future for each of you as you pursue your dreams and as you 
represent Georgia Southern in the world.
As you prepare to leave our University, we welcome all of you as the newest members of our 
alumni. Eagle Nation is strong, and takes pride in our traditions, our values and the quality of 
our graduates. You have joined the ranks of great leaders in Georgia and around the world who 
represent the best of Georgia Southern.
We are so proud of you. Best wishes to you all.
Kyle Marrero, 




THE PLATFORM PARTY 
KYLE MARRERO, DMA, President
DAYMOND JOHN, Founder, President and CEO of FUBU and Entrepreneur
CARL L. REIBER, Ph.D., Provost and Vice President for Academic Affairs
MELANIE L. MILLER, Ed.D., Vice President for Student Affairs
ASHLEY D. WALKER, Ph.D., Director, Jack N. Averitt College of Graduate Studies
CURTIS E. RICKER, D.A., Dean, College of Arts and Humanities
JOHN KRAFT, Ph.D., Dean, College of Behavioral and Social Sciences
ALLEN C. AMASON, Ph.D., Dean, Parker College of Business
THOMAS R. KOBALLA JR., Ph.D., Dean, College of Education
MOHAMMAD S. DAVOUD, Ph.D., Dean, Allen E. Paulson College of Engineering and Computing
A. BARRY JOYNER, Ph.D., Dean, Waters College of Health Professions
W. BEDE MITCHELL, Ed.D., Dean, Georgia Southern University Libraries and University Librarian
GREGORY EVANS, Ph.D., Dean, Jiann-Ping Hsu College of Public Health
DELANA A. GAJDOSIK-NIVENS, Ph.D., Dean, College of Science and Mathematics
DUSTIN ANDERSON, Ph.D., President, Faculty Senate
WALLACE H. BROWN SR., MBA, Registrar
JARVIS L. STEELE, B.A., President, Student Government Association, Senior, Political Science and Philosophy
DAYMOND JOHN has come a long way from turning a $40 budget into FUBU, a $6 billion 
fashion game-changer. Throughout his career, Daymond has continued to be an entrepreneur in 
every sense of the word. He is not only a pioneer in the fashion industry but a Shark on ABC’s 
“Shark Tank”, a multiple New York Times best-selling author, branding guru and highly sought 
after motivational speaker. In 2013, President Barack Obama appointed Daymond a Presidential 
Ambassador for Global Entrepreneurship, a position focused on promoting the power and 
importance of entrepreneurship on a global scale.
With years of experience as both a successful entrepreneur and mentor, Daymond landed a co-
starring role on ABC’s business show, “Shark Tank”. Throughout his 10 seasons on the show, 
Daymond has given countless aspiring entrepreneurs the opportunity to work alongside 
him and his team, showing them the ins and outs of what they need to take their 
business to the next level. As “The People’s Shark”, Daymond has made an impact on 
the hopeful entrepreneurs vying for an investment in the Tank, as well as the millions 
of weekly viewers sitting at home, through his relatable story and journey to success 
that continues to both motivate and inspire. As the most watched program on Sunday 
nights, “Shark Tank” has maintained an impressive average weekly viewership of over 8 
million and has won four Emmy Awards. “Shark Tank” is also syndicated on CNBC, and 
continues to be the channel’s top-rated show.
As a motivational speaker, Daymond’s quintessential rags-to-riches success story of sacrifice, 
hard work, and perseverance as well as the unique and charismatic way he communicates it, 
will inspire any audience.
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PROGRAM 
 *PROCESSIONAL  Pomp and Circumstance (Military March No. 1, Op.39) by Edward Elgar
Performed by: Georgia Southern University Symphonic Wind Ensemble
Conducted by: ROBERT DUNHAM, DMA, Professor of Music, Director
 MACEBEARER  OLAVI ARENS, Ph.D., Professor, History
 *NATIONAL ANTHEM  CASSIE WARTHEN, Graduating Senior, Bachelor of Music,Voice Performance 
 INTRODUCTION OF THE PRESIDENT  PROVOST REIBER
 WELCOME  PRESIDENT MARRERO
 INTRODUCTION OF SPEAKER  PRESIDENT MARRERO
 COMMENCEMENT ADDRESS  MR. DAYMOND JOHN
 RECOGNITION OF EMERITUS FACULTY  PROVOST REIBER 
 CONFERRING OF GRADUATE DEGREES PRESIDENT MARRERO
  PROVOST REIBER
 RECOGNITION OF AVERITT AWARDS  PROVOST REIBER
 RECOGNITION OF HONOR GRADUATES  PROVOST REIBER
 CONFERRING OF UNDERGRADUATE DEGREES  PRESIDENT MARRERO
  PROVOST REIBER
 GEORGIA SOUTHERN UNIVERSITY ALUMNI AWARD MS. SAMANTHA GROVENSTEIN-DEAL, President,  
   Georgia Southern University Alumni Association
 RECOGNITION OF NEWLY LIEUTENANT COLONEL CURTIS PERKINS, M.A.,  
 COMMISSIONED ROTC CADETS Adjunct Professor and Chair, Military Science
 *ALMA MATER  CASSIE WARTHEN, Graduating Senior, Bachelor of Music,Voice Performance 
 **RECESSIONAL English Folk Song Suite by Ralph Vaughan Williams
Performed by: Georgia Southern University Symphonic Wind Ensemble 
Conducted by: ROBERT DUNHAM, DMA, Professor of Music, Director
* AUDIENCE PLEASE STAND
** AUDIENCE PLEASE STAND AND REMAIN STANDING UNTIL THE PLATFORM PARTY, FACULTY AND CANDIDATES HAVE EXITED THE FIELD.
We would like to thank the Georgia Southern University volunteers for their assistance with today’s ceremony.
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WATERS COLLEGE OF  
HEALTH PROFESSIONS
FACULTY MARSHALS 
LAURIE ADAMS, Ed.D., Associate Professor, Diagnostic and Therapeutic Sciences 
KEITH BELCHER, Ph.D., Professor, Diagnostic and Therapeutic Sciences 
DIANA T. BOTNARU, M.D., Professor, Health Sciences and Kinesiology 
GEORGE DAVIES, DPT, Professor, Rehabilitation Sciences  
JOHN DOBSON, Ph.D., Associate Chair and Associate Professor,  
Health Sciences and Kinesiology
APRIL GARRITY, Ph.D., Associate Professor, Rehabilitation Sciences 
JAMES KARNES, Ph.D., Associate Professor, Rehabilitation Sciences  
NIKIYA LEWIS, DNP, Assistant Professor, Nursing
CAROLE MASSEY, Ed.D., Associate Professor, Nursing
MCKINLEY THOMAS, Ed.D., Associate Professor, Health Sciences and Kinesiology 
LINDA TUCK, DNP, Assistant Professor, Nursing 
READERS 
DAVID BRINGMAN, DPT, Assistant Professor, Rehabilitation Sciences 
MELISSA GARNO, Ed.D., Associate Chair and Professor, Nursing
THE PLATFORM PARTY 
A. BARRY JOYNER, Ph.D., Dean, Waters College of Health Professions 
STEPHEN J. ROSSI, Ph.D., Associate Dean for Institutional Effectiveness and Curriculum and 
Professor, Health Sciences and Kinesiology 
SANDY STREATER, Ph.D., Associate Dean and Professor, Health Sciences and Kinesiology 
DOUGLAS MASINI, Ph.D., Chair and Professor, Diagnostic and Therapeutic Sciences 
SARA PLASPOHL, DrPH, Chair and Associate Professor, Health Sciences and Kinesiology 
MAYA CLARK, Ph.D., Chair and Associate Professor, Rehabilitation Sciences
CATHERINE GILBERT, Ed.D., Chair and Professor, Nursing
The Waters College of Health 
Professions (WCHP) houses 
distinguished, nationally recognized 
and accredited undergraduate 
and graduate programs. The 
mission of WCHP is to prepare 
future health professionals 
through academic excellence and 
interdisciplinary collaboration, while 
advancing knowledge through 
scholarship and serving culturally 
diverse communities. Through 
comprehensive and innovative 
programs that enhance the health 
and quality of life for individuals, 
families and communities, 
students can study for careers in 
nursing, physical therapy, sports 
management, physical education, 
medical laboratory sciences, health 
sciences, health administration, 
exercise science, athletic training, 
nutrition and food science, 
sports medicine, respiratory 
therapy, radiologic sciences and 
communication sciences and 
disorders. 
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* AUDIENCE PLEASE STAND
** AUDIENCE PLEASE STAND AND REMAIN STANDING UNTIL THE PLATFORM PARTY, FACULTY AND CANDIDATES HAVE EXITED THE EXHIBIT HALL.
We would like to thank the Georgia Southern University volunteers for their assistance with today’s ceremony.
PROGRAM 
 *PROCESSIONAL Pomp and Circumstance (Military March No. 1, Op.39) by Edward Elgar
Performed by: Georgia Southern University Symphonic Wind Ensemble
Conducted by: ROBERT DUNHAM, DMA, Professor of Music, Director
 *NATIONAL ANTHEM BRITTANY JELINSKI, Bachelor of Music, Music Education, Choral 
  JOSEPH TIMMONS, Bachelor of Music, Composition
 WELCOME DEAN JOYNER
 MEDITATION DR. MASINI
 RECOGNITION OF EMERITUS FACULTY ASSOCIATE DEAN ROSSI
 PRESENTATION OF GRADUATE CANDIDATES ASSOCIATE DEAN STREATER
 RECOGNITION OF HONOR CANDIDATES ASSOCIATE DEAN ROSSI
 PRESENTATION OF UNDERGRADUATE CANDIDATES ASSOCIATE DEAN ROSSI
 PRESENTATION OF POSTHUMOUS DEGREES DEAN JOYNER
 *ALMA MATER BRITTANY JELINSKI, Bachelor of Music, Music Education, Choral 
  JOSEPH TIMMONS, Bachelor of Music, Composition
 **RECESSIONAL English Folk Song Suite by Ralph Vaughan Williams
Performed by: Georgia Southern University Symphonic Wind Ensemble 
Conducted by: ROBERT DUNHAM, DMA, Professor of Music, Director
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Doctor of Nursing Practice
Nursing
Shauna T. Johnson
B.A., Savannah State 
University, 1992
M.Ed., Georgia Southern 
University, 2003
MSN, Medical College of 
Georgia, 2009
MSN, Georgia Southern 
University, 2017
Ed.S., Georgia Southern 
University, 2006
Clinical Project: Implementation of 
a Nutrition-based Educational 
Intervention for Caregivers of 
Children Referred for Behavioral 
Health Evaluations
Project Chair: Carole F. 
Bennett, Ph.D.
Doctor of Nursing Practice
Nursing
Joshua Michael Kies
BSN, Georgia Southern 
University, 2015
MSN, Georgia Southern 
University, 2017
Clinical Project: Decreasing Obstacles 
to Receiving Uninterrupted HIV/
AIDS Care in Low Socioeconomic 
Populations in Southern Georgia
Project Chair: Sheri K. Carey, DNP, 
APRN, PCNS-BC, CCRN
Doctor of Nursing Practice
Nursing
Kimberly Sapp Griffin
BSN, Georgia Southern 
University, 2002
MSN, Georgia Southern 
University, 2017
Clinical Project: Self-Monitoring and 
Telephone Counseling to Reduce 
Coronary Heart Disease Risk 
among African-Americans with 
Health Disparities in Underserved 
Communities
Project Chair: Susan S. Hendrix, 
Ph.D., R.N., CEN
Doctor of Physical Therapy
Physical Therapy
Lindsey Hannah Armstrong
B.S., Bryan College, 2013
Major Professor: Kathleen 
Schaefer, DPT
Doctor of Physical Therapy
Physical Therapy
Mallory Candace Arp
B.S., Armstrong State 
University, 2016
Major Professor: Kathleen 
Schaefer, DPT
Doctor of Physical Therapy
Physical Therapy
Clayton Mitchell Austin
B.S., University of North 
Alabama, 2012
Major Professor: Kathleen 
Schaefer, DPT
Doctor of Physical Therapy
Physical Therapy
Jose Roberto Aveiga
B.S., Georgia State University, 2016
Major Professor: Kathleen 
Schaefer, DPT
Doctor of Physical Therapy
Physical Therapy
Darby Shea Boggs
B.S., Armstrong State 
University, 2016
Major Professor: Kathleen 
Schaefer, DPT
Doctor of Physical Therapy
Physical Therapy
William Jesse Bullard
B.S., Weber State University, 2015
Major Professor: Kathleen 
Schaefer, DPT
Doctor of Physical Therapy
Physical Therapy
Christopher Michael Campos
B.S., Georgia Southwestern State 
University, 2016
Major Professor: Kathleen 
Schaefer, DPT
Doctor of Physical Therapy
Physical Therapy
Samuel Copeland Carlson
B.S., Georgia State University, 2014
Major Professor: Kathleen 
Schaefer, DPT
Doctor of Physical Therapy
Physical Therapy
Taylor Jaymes Collins
B.S., Kennesaw State 
University, 2015
Major Professor: Kathleen 
Schaefer, DPT
Doctor of Physical Therapy
Physical Therapy
Kara Katelyn Duckworth
B.S., Eastern Washington 
University, 2014
Major Professor: Kathleen 
Schaefer, DPT
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Doctor of Physical Therapy
Physical Therapy
Megan Sara Eisenberg
B.S.Ed., University of 
Georgia, 2016
Major Professor: Kathleen 
Schaefer, DPT
Doctor of Physical Therapy
Physical Therapy
Logan Halboth Falvo
B.S., Florida State University, 2009
Major Professor: Kathleen 
Schaefer, DPT
Doctor of Physical Therapy
Physical Therapy
Rebecca Lynne Fender
B.S., Armstrong State 
University, 2016
Major Professor: Kathleen 
Schaefer, DPT
Doctor of Physical Therapy
Physical Therapy
Jared Thomas Hanna
B.S., Valdosta State University, 2014
Major Professor: Kathleen 
Schaefer, DPT
Doctor of Physical Therapy
Physical Therapy
Matthew Angelo Hassig
B.S., College of Charleston, 2011
Major Professor: Kathleen 
Schaefer, DPT
Doctor of Physical Therapy
Physical Therapy
Krysten Kelly Hill
BFA, University of Cincinnati, 2004
Major Professor: Kathleen 
Schaefer, DPT
Doctor of Physical Therapy
Physical Therapy
Christopher Glenn Hobbs
B.S., Georgia Southern 
University, 2015
Major Professor: Kathleen 
Schaefer, DPT
Doctor of Physical Therapy
Physical Therapy
Madison Nicole Houck
B.S., Armstrong State 
University, 2015
Major Professor: Kathleen 
Schaefer, DPT
Doctor of Physical Therapy
Physical Therapy
Savannah Ray Houck
B.S., University of South 
Carolina, 2015
Major Professor: Kathleen 
Schaefer, DPT
Doctor of Physical Therapy
Physical Therapy
Ashley Nicole Jones
B.S., Texas A&M University, 2008
Major Professor: Kathleen 
Schaefer, DPT
Doctor of Physical Therapy
Physical Therapy
Allison Lynn Kratzer
B.S., Armstrong State 
University, 2015
Major Professor: Kathleen 
Schaefer, DPT
Doctor of Physical Therapy
Physical Therapy
Maxwell Joseph Langevin
B.A., Boston University, 2012
Major Professor: Kathleen 
Schaefer, DPT
Doctor of Physical Therapy
Physical Therapy
Fred Montgomery Martin, Jr.
B.S., Armstrong State 
University, 2015
Major Professor: Kathleen 
Schaefer, DPT
Doctor of Physical Therapy
Physical Therapy
Lindsey Ann Minick
B.S., Georgia Southern 
University, 2014
Major Professor: Kathleen 
Schaefer, DPT
Doctor of Physical Therapy
Physical Therapy
Joshua Marc Morales
B.S., Augusta University, 2015
Major Professor: Kathleen 
Schaefer, DPT
Doctor of Physical Therapy
Physical Therapy
Karly T. Nadolski
B.S., Georgia Southern 
University, 2015
Major Professor: Kathleen 
Schaefer, DPT
Doctor of Physical Therapy
Physical Therapy
Michaelyn Teresa Newberry
B.S.Ed., Georgia Southwestern 
State University, 2014
Major Professor: Kathleen 
Schaefer, DPT
Doctor of Physical Therapy
Physical Therapy
Kendal Koballa Padgett
B.S., Georgia Southern 
University, 2014
Major Professor: Kathleen 
Schaefer, DPT
Doctor of Physical Therapy
Physical Therapy
Jessika Larue Puglisi
B.S., University of Georgia, 2016
Major Professor: Kathleen 
Schaefer, DPT
Doctor of Physical Therapy
Physical Therapy
Joshua Chase Smith
B.S., Kennesaw State 
University, 2013
Major Professor: Kathleen 
Schaefer, DPT
Doctor of Physical Therapy
Physical Therapy
Brittany Nicole Spaid
BSES, University of Georgia, 2016
Major Professor: Kathleen 
Schaefer, DPT
Doctor of Physical Therapy
Physical Therapy
Laura Elizabeth Sullivan
B.S., Armstrong State 
University, 2012
Major Professor: Kathleen 
Schaefer, DPT
Doctor of Physical Therapy
Physical Therapy
Julie Anne Troche
B.S., Florida State University, 2009
Major Professor: Kathleen 
Schaefer, DPT
Doctor of Physical Therapy
Physical Therapy
Caitlin Greer Webb
B.S., Valdosta State University, 2016
Major Professor: Kathleen 
Schaefer, DPT
Doctor of Physical Therapy
Physical Therapy
Kendra Lynn Wilholt
B.S., Grand Valley State 
University, 2016
Major Professor: Kathleen 
Schaefer, DPT






















George Diontray Johnson, Jr.

























































































































































Master of Science in  
Sports Medicine
Stephan Alberto Anthony Corcho
Derrick Dushan Davidson
Darell Rayshon Parker
Bachelor of Health Science
Adedamola Adeniji
Thea Rashida Alexus Allen
Joi Lavoncis Armstrong  ✢
Jasmine Janae Brown
Michaela Breanna Calvin  ‡
Natalie Dawn Durden
Jordan Elizabeth Ferrara
Hannah C. Floyd  †
Liam Maximilian Globensky  †  ★
Bernice Helfrich Grieco  †
Adrianna Nicole Hanebrink  ✢
Kevin Lawrence Haywood, Jr.
Zakiya Ayanna Hunter  ✢
Sailu B. Jalloh
Latoya Renise Johnson
Briyonna Alise Jovan Jones
Samantha Elizabeth Jordan














A-Zahni R-Mon  
Nicole Dena Streeter
Matthew A. Strickland  †
Sharlycia Tikenya Ward  ✢
Ebony Bernita Williams
Jada Lynette Williams-Smith  ✢
Eldridge L. Wright, Jr.
Bachelor of Science
Colton S. Allgood  ✢
Ahmed Almutairi
Abdullah Hamoud Alotaibi  ✢












Alexander Lamar Branch  †
Caleb Benjamin Branham  ‡
Kayleigh Lauren Breh
Kevin Dean Breslin
Kaylee Bromell  ✢
Lindsey Jane Brooks
Nicolis Ricardo Brooks
Jordan MáLik Felton Brown
Quindarious Déavundre Brown
Destini Rose Bryant
Bailey M. Buie  †
Johnathon William Burton
Christopher G. Campbell




Stetson Alexander Chamberlin, Jr.
Okafa Chey Charles
Alex Jacob Clark
Emily Ann Coleman  ✢
Celest Noelle Collins  ✢
Kathleen Margaret Cordone  †
Chad J. Cortes  ‡
Greg Crowson
Stephen Brent Curl, Jr.
Walter Malik Davis IV











Kylee A. Fritts  ✢
Jennifer Elise Garrard  †
Kyle Garrity  ‡
Sarabeth Doris Gaskin  †
Carolyn Amanda Gibson
Chelsea Alexis Gillis  †
Matthew K. Glisson  †
Micah Aaron Godsey
Joshua Caleb Golden  †  ★
Nicole Michelle Goltry
Gabriel Wellington Gordon  ✢
Patricia Ceiara Grant
Corrine Elizabeth Green
Octavia C. Green  †
Quinten Juwan Guy
Datarius Artez Hadley
Katherine Nicole Hall  ✢
Brandon Mitchell Harnick












Tyler J. Layfield  ‡
Kerwin B. Lee II
Jerelle Marcellus Leveritte
Morgan Sierra Lindsey  †
Cayla Marie Mahany




Molly Anne McKenna  ✢
Briana McKinney  †
Cooper Hart Metzler
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Alexander Nicholas Logie Miles




William Madison Moon III





Shinice A. Pace  †  ★












Claire Marie Quaassdorff  ✢
Curry Joseph Reach
John Jordan Rivers
Carlos Lynn Rooks, Jr.
Alejandro Rosillo
Tyler M. Sands
Parker Ryland Schroedel  ✢
Raven Alexis Searles
Jessa Pilar Self
Crawford James Simmons  †
Leonard DuBois Simmons
Travis Lee Skinner  ‡
Sean Kristoff Smalls
Blake Cristopher Smith  ‡



























Jennifer Michelle Young  ✢
Stephanie Nicole Young
Macy Adaire Youngblood  ✢
Bachelor of Science  
in Athletic Training
Rachel Marie Barfield
Tatum Victoria Blitch  ✢
Jessica Anne Hamrick  ✢
Caroline Grace Layfield  ✢
Uriyah Akia Mathis
Lindsay Alice Perrin  †  ★
Scarlet Gabrielle Shumate  ✢
Stephany Janice Tourtillott
Carli Elizabeth Vining
Bachelor of Science  
in Kinesiology
Joan Carles Alcala Llinares  ✢
Quntavius Tavarius Amis, Jr.
Matthew James Anderson
Rayce Danielle Attebery




Antoine Justin Kyle Bent
Elizabeth Marie Black  ✢









Sidney M. Carter II
Griffin Deen Cawthon
Paige Christian  †
Jordynn Lynn Cogbill
Geneva Kaylee Collins
Mary-Anne Wilder Collins  ‡
Chad Andrew Conner








Jason Dhaliwal  ✢
Andrew Martin 
Mackenzie Diamond
Aundria Danielle Douglas  ✢
Lindsey Elizabeth Dowdle
Ashlynn Janay Dudley
Mary Lee Earhart  ✢
Austin Colby Eubanks  †  ★
Adesuwa Ebony Eweka
Catherine Lane Franke  ✢






Abigail Leigh Garland  ✢




Christopher Ryan Gray  ✢
Kadeja Lashelle Green
Chandler Lynn Gregory  †















James Elbert Jones III
Jordan Michelle Jones
Kasey Len Jones
Anna Rose Kassis  †
Courtney Desiree Keaton




Jeanbaptiste M. Kouassi III
Maya Magdelene Langdon
Jasmine Symone Leach  ✢










Brianna Gwyn Mazzei  ‡  ★
Carson E. McCall  ✢




Claire Alyssa Mitchell  ✢
Emery Mitchem, Jr. 
Lauren Elizabeth Moore






Briana Danee Parsons  †
Austin Scott Peeler  ‡





Leslie James Pollard III
Ashlyn Brianne Pound
Sean M.J. Powell  ✢
Chastity Faith Price




Grayson P. Rentz  †
Charlie Reyes Torreblanca



















Regan Elaine Thomas  †  ★
Breanna Renee Thornton




Ashley Vinson  ‡
Alvin Lee Ward, Jr. 
Nin Nekaybaw Crawford  
Watson El  ✢
Charles Alec Watts
Savannah Kay Welch
Sara E. Westra  †
Jessica Kay Whitacre  †
Robert Brett Wilcox




Bryce Nicole Willian  ✢
Caroline Patricia Wilson
Shelby Layne Wilson  ‡
Haley Alexis Wise
Bachelor of Science  
in Nursing
Monica Nicole Acuna  ‡
Teniola Ifeoluwa Adebayo
Astrid Maria Aguirre
Jayda Skye Anderson  †
Caitlyn Nichole Baggett  
Morgan Alexandria Baker  ✢  ★
Christopher Dean Baldwin  †
Abigail Susan Bankston  ✢
Michelle R. Barclay  ✢
Morgan Jane Bass  
Paige Antonia Berkey
Breanna Marie Bievenue  ‡
Kathleen Boudet
Courtney Logan Bowden  †




Rebecca Lynn Carter  ✢
Rikki Kymyata Christine Carter  †
Ashleigh Diane Chauncey  ✢
Kelly Lynne Chmiel  ✢
Kimberly P. Chrysler  ✢
Emily E. Clark   †  
Jill Elizabeth Clark
Khadejah Lashay Clark
Kaitlyn Alice Clinton  ✢
2120
‡ = Summa Cum Laude † = Magna Cum Laude ✢ = Cum Laude ★ = University Honors      Program Scholar
 = Posthumous Degree
Destynee Admirer Cole  ✢
Tiffany Monique Coleman  ✢
Erin V. Collins
Macy Michelle Collins  ✢
Isabel Francisca Cortez  ‡  ★
Jorge Luis Coyago  ‡
Morgan Brittany Coyago  †
Rebekah Joy Crews
Cara Gayle Cullen
Ashley Fahy Davis  †
Bryce Cleveland Dawson  ✢
Abbie Lorene Deloach  
Madison Ware Denton  ✢
Gregory Francis Dimond
Cortnei NéChelle Dinkins
Karen Marie Donaldson  ✢
Lisa Renae Drum  ‡




Shanice Savannah Fabio  †
Miracle Pualani Fata  ✢
Cydnee Leigh Feichtner  ✢
Robert Alan Finch
Florence Irene Findley  †
Asia Victoria Finley  ✢
Hannah Maria Fortner  ‡
Rushena Michelle Garner  †
Anita Alejandra Gonzalez  †
Blake William Green  †
Amanda Danielle Gregg  †
George Stephen Gumann III
Donna Jean Haley
Suphia O. Hamed  ✢
Ethan Andrew Harper  ✢
Hilary Lynn Harrison  ‡
Nancy B. Harrison  ✢
Lydia Delaney Hartman  ✢
Jessica Yvette Helman  ✢
Adam Ray Herring  †
Briona Leigh Hickson  ✢
Asia Janae Hinton  †
Jenna Gail Hodges  ✢
Caroline Lynn Holley  ‡
Sandra E. Honkpo  †
Katherine Ann Houser  †
Meagan Marie Hudson
Anderson Jewel Hughes  ✢
Sara Ann Jennings  ✢
Camille Rechelle Johnson  †
Anna Rose Kab  †
Jennifer Kassees  ✢
Savannah Jessica Keely  ✢
Lynia Agnes Kelly  ✢
Kendall Usher Kilgore  †
Shuk Fong Killingsworth
Sarah Amanda Knight  ✢
Heather Rose Koscinch




Victoria D. Levy  †
Jada Marie Lewis
Alyssa Dianne Liefeld  ‡  ★




McKinley Elizabeth Martin  ✢
Yesenia Bernice Martinez  ✢
Mackenzie Jane Matthews
Laveda Reanna Mcatee  †
Ajenai Nicole McGowan




Kayla Lynn Melotik  ‡
Laura Colin Marangoni Milton  ✢
Bailey Michelle Minyon  ✢
Christina Johnson Mobley  †
Mateo K. Moreno  ✢
Lauren Diane Morgan  ‡
Vanessa L. Morris  ✢
Loren Nicole Moss  †
Alexia Marie Neal  ✢
Christopher Michael Nease
Mary Elizabeth Nettles  †
Jessica Ijeoma Nwafor
MacKenzie Hope O’Brien  ✢
Brittany Jasmine Ortiz  ‡  ★
Brooke Michelle Page
Lindsay Hall Paul  †
Johanna B. Payne
Brittany Nicole Pevey  †
Angelica T. Pham  †
Kimberly Martene Pinder
Catherine M. Pittman  
Margaret Elizabeth Price  ‡
Maureen Kathryn Quinn  †
Rebecca A. Rabun
Kira Brandi Raughton  ✢
Mckenzie Layne Reid
Kristan Jones Rigdon  ‡
Sara Alice Robertson  ✢
Sheri Nicole Rushing
Allison Nicole Sanders  †
Louise G. Saunders  †
Silvia Cecile Schmidt
Seianna Ashley Scott  ✢




James Franklin Shockley, Jr.  ‡
Morgan Ann Sigler  †
Lauren Smith
Samantha Nicole Smithers  ✢
Marina Y. Solomonova  †
Deletria Nicole Stembridge
Nicole Michelle Stokes  †
Whitney Briana Stroupe  ✢
Sydney Lee Sweat  †
Sarah Elizabeth Swicegood  ✢
Madison Jane Taylor  ✢
Stephanie Elaine Tew
Carlyn Rebecca Thomas  †
Tiaira Jeri Thomas  ✢
Emma Caroline Thompson  ✢
Selene M. Tinoco
Kayla Marie Tolbert  †
Emily Nicole Tripp  ‡
Artiss Cosette Twibell  ✢
Kenneth Earl Upshaw, Jr.  ✢
DéAngela Catrice Veal
Taylor Lynn Wallace  ✢
Jacey Deanne Ware
Nicole L. Watkins  †
Jennifer Ann Weeks
Donald Tucker Westbrook  †
Emily Brianne Wilkerson  †
Logan S. Wilkinson
Daniel Reed Williams  ✢
Crystal Lou Wood
Laura Elizabeth Woodcock  ✢
Desiree D. Wright  †
Caroline Cecilia Yost  †
Shandrekka Jánae Young  †
Kirstin Elizabeth Zarkadas  ‡
Bachelor of Science  
in Radiologic Sciences
Robert S. Abel, Jr.  ✢
George Alston
Savannah Len Barnett  †
Brylie Maren Barnette  ✢
Lauren Elizabeth Biles  ✢
Bailey Autumn Boyd  ‡  ★
McKinsey Michelle Bray
Kimbria Shanice Byars
Benjamin Earl Byrd  †
Sabrina Rae Caballero  ✢
Summer Lee Cason
Jessica Deanna Clavon  ✢
Mercedez LáDae Cobb  ✢
Danielle Janaei Cohen  †
Olivia Marie Collier  ✢
Grace Evelyn Crain  ‡  ★
Dulce Damara Cruz  †
Adrienne Lynn Daniels
Maggie Catherine Dunn  †  ★
Lydia Jane Egich  ✢
Kayla Morgan Ehl  †




Deanna Dykes Gabe  ✢
Shahrzad Ghasemshahi  ‡
Mylissa McGaha Gregory  †
Taylor Jane Gunthorp  ✢
James Donald Hale  †
Leeanna Marie Harn
Kristen M. Harley
Tiffany Chu Hong  ‡  ★
Carol Lauren Horne  ✢
Jessica M. Horne  †
Shiloh Humes
Salama Daudu Imarah  ✢
Catherine Elizabeth Jett  †
Juliette Mabry Johnson
Courtney Dothera Jones  ‡
Sara Rose Kuehn  †  ★
Sarah Ann Kunkel  ✢
Savannah Stuart Leclair  ✢
Sylvanna Marie Lheureux  ✢
Melissa Elaine Mier LoBiondo  ✢
Sophia Marie Lorimer  ‡
Mandy L. Marino  ✢
Tylor Edward Marshall
Courtney Ann Martin
Náeemah Betina Massey  †
Keyani K. Mathis  †
Karrington Sinclair McAfee
Lauren Ashleigh McCall  ✢
Aaliyah Brianna Miles  ‡
BriAnna Marie Millonig  ✢
Leslie Anne Moore
Makayla Annmarie Morris  †
William Joseph Nelson, Jr.  †
Stacey Marie Parnell  ✢
Abigail M. Paul
Sierra D. Peebles  †
Ashlyn Michelle Pelote  †
Anastasia J. Plair
Holly A. Preston  ✢
Tonya Maria Reyes  ✢
Abigail V. Rhea
Sean Michael Riley  †
Karissa Ashley Rucker  †




Lottie Kate Trammell  ✢
Martha E. Trimbach  ✢
Margaret Anne Turner
Kasey Taylor Vanderveen  ✢
Hannah Grace Vulgamore  ✢
Amber Sheriff Walker  †
Joyce Lee Wardlaw
Haley Wyn Watson  †
Katrina Juanita Holmes Williams







ELIZABETH BARROW, Ed.D., Assistant Professor, Middle Grades and Secondary Education 
KATIE BRKICH, Ph.D., Associate Professor, Elementary and Special Education
SHELLI L. CASLER-FAILING, Ph.D., Assistant Professor,  
Middle Grades and Secondary Education
ANTONIO P. GUTIERREZ DE BLUME, Ph.D., Assistant Professor, Curriculum,  
Foundations and Reading
PATRICIA HOLT, Ed.D., Professor, Leadership, Technology and Human Development
BEVERLY A. KING MILLER, Ph.D., Assistant Professor, Elementary and Special Education 
GLENDA OGLETREE, Ph.D., Associate Professor, Elementary and Special Education 
ALEXANDRA J. REYES, Ph.D., Assistant Professor, Middle Grades and Secondary Education
READERS 
KYMBERLY HARRIS, Ph.D., Associate Professor, Elementary and Special Education
MECA R. WILLIAMS-JOHNSON, Ph.D., Professor, Curriculum, Foundations and Reading
THE PLATFORM PARTY 
THOMAS R. KOBALLA JR., Ph.D., Dean, College of Education
CYNTHIA BOLTON, Ph.D., Associate Dean for Outreach, Partnerships and Diversity
TRACY LINDERHOLM, Ph.D., Associate Dean for Graduate Education and Research
AMEE ADKINS, Ph.D., Chair, Middle Grades and Secondary Education
BETH DURODOYE, Ed.D., Chair, Leadership, Technology and Human Development
JOHN HOBE, Ed.D., Chair, Elementary and Special Education
KENT RITTSCHOF, Ph.D., Chair, Curriculum, Foundations and Reading
MICHELLE REIDEL, Ph.D., Chair, Faculty Executive Committee
The College of Education (COE) 
prepares students to teach, lead, 
counsel and model lifelong learning. 
Our students engage in scholarship 
that provides new pathways to meet 
the needs of a dynamic, diverse 
society. The College facilitates 
access to learning opportunities 
that are authentic, student-centered 
and technology-rich. Historically, 
the bachelor’s degree in education 
is the oldest professional degree 
at Georgia Southern, and from 
1924 to 1955, the entire institution 
focused exclusively on preparing 
future teachers. Today, the 
College prepares future teachers, 
school psychologists, counselors, 
school library media specialists, 
instructional technologists, 
researchers and leaders through 
intensive field experiences, cutting-
edge technology and research-
based instruction.
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* AUDIENCE PLEASE STAND
** AUDIENCE PLEASE STAND AND REMAIN STANDING UNTIL THE PLATFORM PARTY, FACULTY AND CANDIDATES HAVE EXITED THE EXHIBIT HALL.
We would like to thank the Georgia Southern University volunteers for their assistance with today’s ceremony.
PROGRAM 
 *PROCESSIONAL Pomp and Circumstance (Military March No. 1, Op.39) by Edward Elgar
Performed by: Georgia Southern University Symphonic Wind Ensemble
Conducted by: ROBERT DUNHAM, DMA, Professor of Music, Director
 *NATIONAL ANTHEM BRITTANY JELINSKI, Bachelor of Music, Music Education, Choral 
  JOSEPH TIMMONS, Bachelor of Music, Composition
 WELCOME DEAN KOBALLA
 MEDITATION  DR. DURODOYE
 RECOGNITION OF EMERITUS FACULTY ASSOCIATE DEAN BOLTON
 HOODING OF DOCTORAL CANDIDATES     DEAN KOBALLA
 PRESENTATION OF GRADUATE CANDIDATES     DEAN KOBALLA
  ASSOCIATE DEAN LINDERHOLM
 RECOGNITION OF HONOR CANDIDATES DEAN KOBALLA
PRESENTATION OF UNDERGRADUATE CANDIDATES DEAN KOBALLA
  ASSOCIATE DEAN BOLTON
 CLOSING REMARKS DEAN KOBALLA
  MR. WENDELL TOMPKINS, Alumni Relations Director
 *ALMA MATER BRITTANY JELINSKI, Bachelor of Music, Music Education, Choral 
  JOSEPH TIMMONS, Bachelor of Music, Composition
 **RECESSIONAL English Folk Song Suite by Ralph Vaughan Williams
Performed by: Georgia Southern University Symphonic Wind Ensemble 




B.A., Georgia Southern 
University, 2001
M.A., Georgia College & State 
University, 2004
Dissertation: FUTURE WORLD(S): 
A Critique of Disney’s EPCOT and 
Creating a Futrist Curriculum






B.S.Ed., King Abdulaziz 
University, 2008
M.A., Sanaa University, 2013
Dissertation: Identities of Arab 
American Muslims and Their 
Children’s Experience of the 
Mainstream Schooling in the 
United States





B.S., Georgia Southern 
University, 2001
MPA, Savannah State 
University, 2003
M.Ed., Armstrong State 
University, 2004
Dissertation: The Rose Who Grew 
from Concrete: Utilizing Memoir to 
Promote Teaching and Leading for 
Equity in Education for Black Girls





B.A., University of Georgia, 1984
M.Ed., Troy State University - 
Troy, 2004
Ed.S., Augusta University, 2009
Dissertation: Letters from a Gifted 
Educator in Georgia





B.S., Georgia Southern 
University, 2006
M.Ed., Georgia Southern 
University, 2008
Dissertation: Humanity in The 
Black: Applying Counter-Racist 
Logic with Comedy and Hip Hop




Carey Anne Aycock Cushman
B.S.Ed., Augusta University, 2004
M.Ed., Augusta University, 2006
Ed.S., Augusta University, 2007
Dissertation: Beginning Teachers’ 
Perceptions of Induction Programs 
in East Central Georgia





B.S., Asbury College, 2004
M.A., Asbury Theological 
Seminary, 2006
Dissertation: Leadership Behavior 
Development of First-Year 
Students Within a Leadership 
Development Program




John Ashley McAfee Jr.
B.S.Ed., Georgia Southern 
University, 2003
M.Ed., Georgia Southern 
University, 2008
Ed.S., Georgia Southern 
University, 2011
Dissertation: Evaluation of I-Ready 
Elementary Reading Program






B.A., Georgia Southern 
University, 2008
M.Ed., Georgia Southern 
University, 2010
Dissertation: Emotional Intelligence 
Instruction for Millennials in 
Undergraduate Education





B.S., Campbell University, 2004
M.Ed., Argosy University, 2009
Dissertation: A Multicultural 
Center’s Role in Black Male 
Success at a Predominantly White 
Institution





B.S., Georgia Institute of 
Technology, 2003
M.Ed., Georgia Southern 
University, 2006
Ed.S., Georgia Southern 
University, 2013
Dissertation: Predictors of 
Community College Students’ 
Academic Success in the 
Corequisite Model
Major Professor: Steven 
Tolman, Ed.D.
Education Specialist






































































































































































































































Virginia Morgan Franks Edenfield







































John Ira Holt, Jr.
Carmen Lorraine Hood




































































Olivia Eberechukwu Obi Williams
Carlie Jo Oelke




























































































Bachelor of Science  
in Education




Stephanie Kate Anderson  ✢
Hector Ivan Angeles Garcia
Brittany Michelle Autry  ✢
Warren A. Bailey
Johnny Folton Lewis Barker
Emily Rebecca Beard  ✢
Eric Blaine Bishop  ‡
Madeline Rose Blanchard
Chad C. Boatright  ✢
Kiristen M. Boles  †
Alana Ratasha Bray  †  ★
Alexandria Grace Bridges  ✢




Miranda Dale Broyles  ‡
Gabrielle Ann Brueck  †
Candice Elizabeth Ann Bryson
Haley Elizabeth Bull  ‡
Kristen Elizabeth Callahan
Samantha Grace Canady
Casey Ann Carroll  ✢
Karleigh Suzanne Clements
Aaron Solomon Clinger  ‡
Bailey Elizabeth Cobb
Caroline Elizabeth Coffey
Kenneth Wesley Cole II
Olivia Ashton Currie  ✢
Cassidy LeElla Curry  ✢
Kaylee Noelle Deleon  †
Chelsea Dione Dickerson
Michael Ryan Dobbs
Hayley Brooke Dobson  ‡
Michelle Mawuena Dorbu  ‡
Reshea Faith Edwards
Autumn Clarese Evans
Hailey Alexus Margaree Faircloth
Grayson Bradley Fincham  ✢
Peyton Elizabeth Fitch
Sara Diane Flagg  ‡
Amanda L. Floyd  ✢
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Ashley Brooke Frank  †
Dominique Toni Angel Frazier  ‡
Gabriela Nicole Garza
Meredyth Grace Glass  ✢
Cory Nevett Glow  †
Stephen T. Gomez
Amanda G. Goode  ✢
Morgan Diane Goss
Britni Olivia Grant
Emily Katherine Graydon  †
Jennifer Frances Hale  †
Haley Brooke Hamilton  ✢
Ashleigh Lines Harris  †
Shavon Santauris Harris  †
Mary Elizabeth Hart  †




Taiylar Alexzandra Hibbard  †
Jaucelynn Wesley Hickam  ‡
Kelsey N. Higgason  ‡
Chasmia Denise Hill





Savannah Jade Ivey  ✢
Heather Grace Jacobs  ‡
Nia Parisia Jean Pierre
A’lexia JaRae Jenkins
Brady Scott Johnson  †
Jennifer Margie Johnson
Kristina Ursula Johnson  ✢
Jessica W. Karobia
Carina Haro Kartchner  †
Chelsey Kennedy  ✢




Meah Michelle Lapointe  ✢
Courtney Nicole Lawrence  ‡
Zachary Taylor Ledbetter
Laurel-Leigh D. Lege  †
Amber Hayes Leggett  ✢
Ceora Rayne Lesure
Destiny Skye Lindsey




Erika Nicole Martin  ✢
Sarah McDaniel  ✢
Lowell William Mcgee III
Taylor Paige Meadows
Kaitlyn Nicole Meekins  †
Joyce Ann Mitchem  ✢
Kaley Powell Mixon
Cydney Alexsis Moneypenny  ‡
Brianna Paige Moore
Christina Marie Moore  ✢
Oraleethia L. Morgan  ✢
Christopher Alexander Morris
Quanikqua Nisha’ Moultrie




Alexis Nicole Myers  ‡
Jessica Lael Newton  ✢
Angela Dawn Norris  ‡
Gregory Martin O’Hara  ✢
Jhanee Ashanti O’Neal
Natalie Marie Pantano  ✢
Rachel N. Peeples  ✢
Lily Mccall Phelan
Haley Megan Powell
Catthalina Suchada Proongsak  ✢




Thomas Sidney Royal  ✢
Frankia Ruffin  ✢
Sarah Marie Rushing
Lauren A. Salter




Alexis Christine Shepherd  †
Gregory Tyrell Simpson





Matthew Hunter Smith  ✢





Nicholas Anthony Spudich, Jr.
Caitlin Stephens  ✢
Belicia Angelia Thomas
Cara Catherine Thomas  ✢
Jazmin D. Thomas  ✢
Olivia Nicole Thomas  †
Sarah Suzanne Thomas  ✢
Jenna-Grace Elisabeth Thompson  †
Emily Anna Tingley
Andrea Waters Tisdale
Mackenzie Lee Troupe  †
Danielle Pierson Tuck
Lucy Ester Uriostigue
Brianna Michele Van Deursen
Justin Cody Walker
Victoria Kendall Warren  ‡
Bailey Ayn Waters  †
Joseph Taylor Wilburn
Ajamia S. Williams
Britney Taylor Williams  †
Terrell Deshawn Williamson
Lindsay Morgan Willis  †
Kendra Desireé Wilson  ✢
Maci Victoria Wood  ‡  ★
Gillian Morgan Woody
Amanda Lianne Yue Worrall  ‡
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JIANN-PING HSU  
COLLEGE OF PUBLIC HEALTH
FACULTY MARSHALS 
WILLIAM MASE, DrPH, Assistant Professor, Health Policy and Community Health
TILICIA MAYO-GAMBLE, Ph.D., Assistant Professor, Health Policy and Community Health
CHARLES OWENS, MSA, Associate Professor, Health Policy and Community Health
JAMES STEPHENS, DHA, Associate Professor, Health Policy and Community Health
READERS 
RAYMONA LAWRENCE, DrPH, Associate Professor, Health Policy and Community Health
THE PLATFORM PARTY 
GREGORY EVANS, Ph.D., Dean, Jiann-Ping Hsu College of Public Health
STUART TEDDERS, Ph.D., Associate Dean, Academic Affairs
GULZAR SHAH, Ph.D., Chair and Professor, Health Policy and Community Health
ROBERT VOGEL, Ph.D., Chair and Professor, Biostatistics, Epidemiology and Environmental 
Health Sciences
JOANNE CHOPAK-FOSS, Ph.D., Associate Professor, Health Policy and Community Health
The Jiann-Ping Hsu College of 
Public Health strives to improve 
health, eliminate health disparities 
and health inequities of rural 
communities and underserved 
populations globally. This is 
achieved through excellence in 
teaching, public health workforce 
development, research, scholarship, 
professional service and community 
engagement. The Georgia Southern 
public health program began in 
1998. In 2004, it was established 
as the Jiann-Ping Hsu School of 
Public Health and endowed by 
a generous gift from Dr. Karl E. 
Peace, in memory and honor of his 
wife. Students pursuing degrees 
in the College can concentrate in 
biostatistics, community health, 
environmental health, epidemiology, 
health policy and management, and 
public health leadership.
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* AUDIENCE PLEASE STAND
** AUDIENCE PLEASE STAND AND REMAIN STANDING UNTIL THE PLATFORM PARTY, FACULTY AND CANDIDATES HAVE EXITED THE EXHIBIT HALL.
We would like to thank the Georgia Southern University volunteers for their assistance with today’s ceremony.
PROGRAM 
 *PROCESSIONAL Pomp and Circumstance (Military March No. 1, Op.39) by Edward Elgar
Performed by: Georgia Southern University Symphonic Wind Ensemble
Conducted by: ROBERT DUNHAM, DMA, Professor of Music, Director
 *NATIONAL ANTHEM BRITTANY JELINSKI, Senior, Bachelor of Music, Music Education, Choral 
  JOSEPH TIMMONS, Senior, Bachelor of Music, Composition
  
 WELCOME DEAN EVANS
 MEDITATION  ASSOCIATE PROFESSOR CHOPAK-FOSS
 INTRODUCTION OF SPEAKER DEAN EVANS
 COMMENCEMENT ADDRESS ASSOCIATE DEAN TEDDERS
 HOODING OF DOCTORAL CANDIDATES DEAN EVANS AND MAJOR PROFESSOR
 HOODING OF MASTER CANDIDATES DEAN EVANS 
  PROFESSOR SHAH 
  PROFESSOR VOGEL
 RECOGNITION OF HONOR CANDIDATES DEAN EVANS
 PRESENTATION OF UNDERGRADUATE CANDIDATES ASSOCIATE PROFESSOR CHOPAK-FOSS
 PUBLIC HEALTH OATH MS. KANDACE GIBSON
 *ALMA MATER BRITTANY JELINSKI, Senior, Bachelor of Music, Music Education, Choral 
  JOSEPH TIMMONS, Senior, Bachelor of Music, Composition
 **RECESSIONAL English Folk Song Suite by Ralph Vaughan Williams
Performed by: Georgia Southern University Symphonic Wind Ensemble 
Conducted by: ROBERT DUNHAM, DMA, Professor of Music, Director
The Public Health Oath 
Health is a human right. The public health community exists to safeguard that right. I believe it is a defining element of a civil society. Public 
health represents the collective actions necessary to protect the health of all people. Through prevention science and practice we can accomplish 
this goal. As a public health professional, guided by these principles, I declare the following:
I will work to ensure that people have the chance to live full and productive lives, free from avoidable disease, injury and disability and supported 
in their pursuit of physical, mental and social well-being.
I will hold myself to the highest ethics, standards, values and responsibilities as I move forward the science and practice of public health.
I will respect the rights, values, beliefs and cultures of those individuals and communities with whom I work.
I will rely on evidence to support my decisions and actions, and translate that evidence into policies and programs that improve health for all.
I will add to the body of research and knowledge and share my discoveries freely.
I will continuously seek new information and be open to ideas that can better protect and promote the health of populations.
I will advance health literacy for all and seek equity and justice for vulnerable populations.
With this oath, I commit to the ideals and mission of public health.
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Doctor of Public Health
Community Health Behavior 
and Education
Alicia Annette Brown
B.S., Georgia Southern 
University, 2013
MPH, Georgia Southern 
University, 2015
Dissertation: Emissions of Pollutants 
from Tire Burning for Meat 
Processing, Associated Biomarker 
of Exposure, and Respiratory 
Function: A Cross-Sectional 
Study in Ghana
Major Professor: Evans Afriyie-
Gyawu, Ph.D.
Doctor of Public Health
Community Health Behavior 
and Education
Bethrand Okafor Ugwu
M.B.B.Ch., University of 
Calabar, 2002
MPH, Old Dominion 
University, 2010
Dissertation: Using The Theory 
of Reasoned Action to Analyze 
African American College Students’ 
Intentions to Participate in 
Biobanking Research
Major Professor: Stacy W. 
Smallwood, Ph.D.
Doctor of Public Health
Community Health Behavior 
and Education 
Shannon Antoine-Hardy
B.S., Southeastern Louisiana 
University, 2001
MBA, American Intercontinental 
University, 2002
MPH, Armstrong State 
University, 2012
Dissertation: Building Intentions 
Using the Theory of Planned 
Behavior: Qualitative Assessment 
of the Salient Beliefs about 
Cannabis for Therapeutic Purposes 
Among Persons with Epilepsy
Major Professor: Joseph 
Telfair, DrPH
Doctor of Public Health
Community Health Behavior 
and Education
Olivia Ngozi Osaji
B.S., Mississippi State 
University, 2012
MPH, Morehouse School of 
Medicine, 2016
Dissertation: Factors Influencing the 
Access to Care and Contraceptive 
Use among U.S. Born and Foreign 
Born Women of African Descent
Major Professor: Joseph 
Telfair, DrPH
Doctor of Public Health
Public Health Leadership
Randi Ginger Bastian
B.S., East Tennessee State 
University, 2011
MPH, East Tennessee State 
University, 2014
Dissertation: Community Perceptions 
on Access to and Communication 
Gaps Regarding Dementia-Specific 
Health Resources and Services
Major Professor: Bettye 
Apenteng, Ph.D.
Doctor of Public Health
Public Health Leadership
Ashley Kennedy Mitchell
B.S., Vanderbilt University, 2007
MSPH, Meharry Medical 
College, 2009
Dissertation: Examining Factors 
Associated with Minority Turnover 
in State and Local Public Health 
Organizations
Major Professor: Bettye A. 
Apenteng, Ph.D.
Doctor of Public Health
Public Health Leadership
Suzanne Lamarca Madden
B.S., Macon State College, 1999
MPH, Mercer University, 2003
Dissertation: Factors Associated with 
Social Media and Communication 
Channel Use by Local Health 
Departments
Major Professor: Gulzar Hussain 
Shah, Ph.D. 
Doctor of Public Health
Public Health Leadership
Jessica Grippo Pavlick
B.S., University of Florida, 2006
MPH, University of Florida, 2008
Dissertation: Public Health 
Workforce Knowledge and 
Perceptions of Vaccinations and 
Employee Vaccination Policies in 
Georgia Health Districts
Major Professor: Gulzar Hussain 
Shah, Ph.D.
Doctor of Public Health
Public Health Leadership
Justin O. Savage
B.S., Paine College, 2014
MPH, Mercer University, 2016
Dissertation: Assessing Predictors of 
Low Birthweight among the Racial 
and Ethnic Minority Populations 
of Georgia
Major Professor: Gulzar Hussain 
Shah, Ph.D.
Doctor of Public Health
Public Health Leadership
Gurleen Kaur Roberts
B.S., University of California, 2010
MPH, Fort Valley State 
University, 2014
Dissertation: Let Me Upgrade You: 
Common Measures in Public 
Health Accreditation Action Plans
Major Professor: James H. 
Stephens, DHA













































































































Rebecca Lynne Romanek  ✢
Brandon Leon Scott
Myia D’Andrea Simmons  ✢
Amber Blair Solomon
Carlesha M. Teasley










COLLEGE OF BEHAVIORAL  
AND SOCIAL SCIENCES
FACULTY MARSHALS 
ADRIENNE COHEN, Ph.D., Associate Professor, Sociology and Anthropology
TRENT MAURER, Ph.D., Professor, Human Ecology
JOSHUA WILLIAMS, Ph.D., Associate Professor, Psychology 
JANIE WILSON, Ph.D., Professor, Psychology
READERS 
LAURA E. AGNICH, Ph.D., Chair and Associate Professor, Criminal Justice and Criminology
TRICIA NOONE, M.A., Lecturer, Sociology and Anthropology
VIRGINIA WICKLINE, Ph.D., Assistant Professor, Psychology
BRENT WOLFE, Ph.D., Professor, Recreation and Tourism Management
THE PLATFORM PARTY 
JOHN R. KRAFT, Ph.D., Dean, College of Behavioral and Social Sciences
THE HONORABLE JONATHAN M. McCOLLAR, MPA, Mayor of the City of Statesboro, 
Georgia, and Associate Director, Liberty Center Campus    
BRENDA SIMS BLACKWELL, Ph.D., Associate Dean and Professor,  
Criminal Justice and Criminology
DANIEL SKIDMORE-HESS, Ph.D., Associate Dean and Professor, Political Science  
and International Studies
LAURA E. AGNICH, Ph.D., Chair and Associate Professor, Criminal Justice and Criminology  
BARRY J. BALLECK, Ph.D., Chair and Professor, Political Science and International Studies
TRENTON J. DAVIS, Ph.D., Chair and Professor, Public and Nonprofit Studies
BETH MYERS, Ph.D., Chair and Associate Professor, Human Ecology
MICHAEL E. NIELSEN, Ph.D., Chair and Professor, Psychology
MARIEKE M. VAN WILLIGEN, Ph.D., Chair and Professor, Sociology and Anthropology
The College of Behavioral and Social 
Sciences is focused on offering 
students a variety of enriching 
opportunities that allow them to 
excel in the classroom and gain 
practical hands-on experience 
through challenging research 
projects, internships, volunteer work 
or field experiences. As a result, 
students develop skills in ethics, 
critical thinking, problem-solving, 
creativity and communication that 
prepare them for rewarding careers, 
lifelong learning and engaged global 
citizenship. Graduates will leave 
Georgia Southern prepared for 
careers in a diverse range of fields, 
from social services to psychological 
services, criminal justice, archeology, 
public service and fashion design.
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* AUDIENCE PLEASE STAND
** AUDIENCE PLEASE STAND AND REMAIN STANDING UNTIL THE PLATFORM PARTY, FACULTY AND CANDIDATES HAVE EXITED THE FIELDHOUSE.
We would like to thank the Georgia Southern University volunteers for their assistance with today’s ceremony.
PROGRAM 
 *PROCESSIONAL Pomp and Circumstance (Military March No. 1, Op.39) by Edward Elgar
Performed by: Georgia Southern University Symphonic Wind Ensemble
Conducted by: ROBERT DUNHAM, DMA, Professor of Music, Director
 *NATIONAL ANTHEM MARIA SMART, Graduating Masters Student, Master of Music,  
   Voice Performance
 WELCOME DEAN KRAFT
 INTRODUCTION OF THE SPEAKER PROFESSOR DAVIS, Chair, Public and Nonprofit Studies 
 COMMENCEMENT ADDRESS MR. JONATHAN McCOLLAR, Mayor of Statesboro
 RECOGNITION OF EMERITUS FACULTY ASSOCIATE DEAN BLACKWELL 
 PRESENTATION OF GRADUATE CANDIDATES ASSOCIATE DEAN BLACKWELL
 RECOGNITION OF HONOR CANDIDATES ASSOCIATE DEAN BLACKWELL
PRESENTATION OF UNDERGRADUATE CANDIDATES ASSOCIATE DEAN BLACKWELL
 *ALMA MATER MARIA SMART, Graduating Masters Student, Master of Music,  
   Voice Performance
 **RECESSIONAL English Folk Song Suite by Ralph Vaughan Williams
Performed by: Georgia Southern University Symphonic Wind Ensemble 





B.S., Troy State University, 2011
Dissertation: Expressions Of 
Optimism Bias And “Self ” Versus 
“Other” Perceived Controllability 
In The Context Of Military-
Related Risks
















































Michelle Maedell Andrews  †
Nicole Karen Baar  ✢
Julia Storms Barnes
Nia J. Barnes
Ronald Anthony Barnes, Jr.
Savannah K. Bell




Cordese Yemaya Brassell  †
Chelsea M. Brinson
Kaitlin Nicole Brock  ✢
Byron Tyriq Brown
Genesis O. Almarie Bryan
Isabella Bueso Herrera
Tyler Marquis Byrd












Camila Arena Dos Santos
Chakita D. Durden
Wesley Bartow Edwards  ✢
David A. Evans













Angelique Danielle Jennings  ‡
Raford Kelly III
Emily A. Krout  ‡
Theresa Jantel Lee
Zachary Taylor Lemons  ‡





Timothy Paul Miller  ‡
Hope Murphy Mullett
Quincee Simone Mundy  †
Leandra Dominique Palma
Douglas Neil Parks  †
Kelly Elizabeth Peel  †
Katharine Elise Penrod  ✢
Harmony Ruth Piatkowski
Grace Alexa Pittman  ‡  ★
Marin Valentine Plantiko
Megan M. Prangley  ‡  ★











Edith Santana  ‡
Meghan Christine Serafin
Kimberly Michelle Singley  ✢
Kennedi Dony é Slay





















Tori Katelyn Albright  ✢
Emily Elizabeth Aldridge  ✢
Katherine Lynette Allegood
Mercedes Marissa Alvarado
Samantha Eileen Amoss  †
Obinna Nnamdi Ananaba









Joshua Caleb Atwood  ✢
Abigail Jessica Avery
Naomi Mariel Aviles  †





Bryn Elise Baring  ✢
Dale Lehman Barnard II




Kelexis Lashay Battle  ✢
Sarah M. Baumgardner
Anna Elizabeth Beardsley
Meg Sherwood Beinke  ✢
Bailey Brooke Beistline
Mialice Antianna Bell  †
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Nomeil Hy śhona Boston  ✢  ★






Alemtshay Brown  ‡











Samantha Nicole Call  ✢
Jessica Ann Calzone

















Tyler G. Cockrell  †










Peyton Taylor Creswell  ✢
Devyn Lee Crissey
Jeremiah Amonie Culbreth
Charlotte C. Cunningham  ✢








Raven Armani De La Cruz
Edward John De La Torre





Hayley Suzanne DeRosa  ✢
Sarah France DesLauriers  ‡
Shania Monique Dewberry  †
Ida Alena Digiacomantonio
Jay Garrison Dios  †
Aspen Nicole Dobbins  ‡























Tristan Spencer Fletcher  †
Victoria Lynn Fletcher
Akerian Soraya Florence







Chandler Malone Frazier  †
Erica Rae Gadomski




Daysia Alexus Gaskin  ✢
Jamie Catherine Gawthrop
Rachel Elizabeth Gay  ★






Thomas William Gochenour, Jr.
Demarcus Derrell Godfrey
Josiah Lee Good  †






Korica Alexandria Griffin  †
Taylor Brooke Griner





















Chabryia L. Henley  †
Keanu Jonét Henley  ✢
Mallory Dianne Hernandez  ✢
Debbie Michelle Hester










Sherrod Dontrell Hollingshed  †  ★




Joyia Amaris Hough  ✢
Shanekqua I. Hudson
Carrie Anona Hurley










Amanda Mary Johnson  ✢
Ashley Nicole Johnson





Rachel Lynn Johnson  †














Kevin Douglas Kent  †
Jade Alexis Keys





Carlos Lares  †
Trevor James Lasick
Chrissneye Brielle Latson
Lucy Rutledge Lawhon  ✢
















Salena Marie Castillo Magazine
Robert Steven Mann  ‡






Brooke O. Maynard  ✢
Melissa Brooke McBride
Casey Jane Mccoll
Kylie Elizabeth McCollough  †
Jani Lynn McDaniel
Walker Mills Mcdonald
Tiara Ashley Faith Mcduffie  ‡































Taylor LeJoi Nicole Myatt  ✢
Taylor Alexandria Myers






















Moises Patlan  ✢
Taylor Marie Payne
Taylor Victoria Payne
Caroline Rebecca Peavy  ✢
Evan David Pelavin
Donald W. Pennington III
Hannah MacKenzie Perez
Benjamin Micheal Pozen  ✢






























































Madison Anne Spitler  †














Maria Catherine Thomas  †
Sabrina Arabella Thomas
Cassandra Thomasson  ‡  ★
Kesha L. Thornton
Austin Robert Thrift











Bailey Lynn Turner  ✢
Tara Christine Van Kleef  †  ★
Asia Somone Varner  ✢







Bailey Elizabeth Walser  †
Courtney Jean Walton
Katelyn Elizabeth Wakefield
Hettie Alexandra Grace Warlick
Kassidy Christine Wasden
Morgan Markalia Washington  ✢
DéQuan DeMonte Watkins














Keishuna Tyeshia Elouise Williams









Sara Anne Michelle Wohltman
MacKenzee Shane Woods
Josie Ellen Woodward







ALLEN E. PAULSON 
COLLEGE OF ENGINEERING 
AND COMPUTING
FACULTY MARSHALS 
JUNG CHOI, Ph.D., Assistant Professor, Mechanical Engineering 
FRANCISCO CUBAS-SUAZO, Ph.D., Assistant Professor,  
Civil Engineering and Construction Management
FADWA DABABNEH, Ph.D., Assistant Professor, Manufacturing Engineering
RAMI HADDAD, Ph.D., Assistant Professor, Electrical and Computer Engineering
MARCEL ILIE, Ph.D., Assistant Professor, Mechanical Engineering
CHRISTOPHER KADLEC, Ph.D., Associate Professor, Information Technology
DANIEL LIANG, Ph.D., Professor, Computer Science
SHAHNAM NAVAEE, Ph.D., Professor, Civil Engineering and Construction Management
ELIZABETH RASNICK, Ph.D., Assistant Professor, Information Technology 
HOSSEIN TAHERI, Ph.D., Assistant Professor, Manufacturing Engineering
KAI WANG, Ph.D., Assistant Professor, Computer Science
READERS 
JEFFREY KALETA, Ph.D., Assistant Professor, Information Technology 
JOHN O’MALLEY, Ph.D., Assistant Professor, Information Technology
THE PLATFORM PARTY 
MOHAMMAD DAVOUD, Ph.D., Dean, Allen E. Paulson College of Engineering and Computing
MAUREEN HOKE, BSCE, Worcester Polytechnic Institute, Chair, Allen E. Paulson College of 
Engineering and Computing Corporate Advisory Committee
DAVID WILLIAMS, Ph.D., Associate Dean
MURALIHAR MEDIDI, Ph.D., Chair, Computer Science
YOUAKIM KALAANI, Ph.D., Chair, Electrical and Computer Engineering
HONG ZHANG, Ph.D., Chair, Information Technology
ROGER PURCELL, Ph.D., Chair, Civil Engineering and Construction 
BRIAN VLCEK, Ph.D., Chair, Mechanical Engineering
DANIEL COX, Ph.D., Chair, Manufacturing Engineering
The Allen E. Paulson College of 
Engineering and Computing is 
focused on being a nationally 
recognized leader in engineering, 
computer sciences and information 
technology in the areas of student-
centric and application-based 
teaching, research and service. 
The College trains tomorrow’s 
innovators and entrepreneurs. These 
students are the problem-solvers 
who will lead America’s fastest-
growing career fields. The College’s 
undergraduate curricula are highly 
interdisciplinary, consisting of 
innovative application-based courses 
that build upon and encourage 
collaboration among existing 
academic programs. The College 
provides an excellent education 
in the classroom, combined 
with hands-on learning through 
laboratories, co-ops, internships and 
student research.
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* AUDIENCE PLEASE STAND
** AUDIENCE PLEASE STAND AND REMAIN STANDING UNTIL THE PLATFORM PARTY, FACULTY AND CANDIDATES HAVE EXITED THE FIELDHOUSE.
We would like to thank the Georgia Southern University volunteers for their assistance with today’s ceremony.
PROGRAM 
 *PROCESSIONAL Pomp and Circumstance (Military March No. 1, Op.39) by Edward Elgar
Performed by: Georgia Southern University Symphonic Wind Ensemble
Conducted by: ROBERT DUNHAM, DMA, Professor of Music, Director
 *NATIONAL ANTHEM MARIA SMART, Graduating Masters Student, Master of Music,  
   Voice Performance
 WELCOME DEAN DAVOUD
 MEDITATION PROFESSOR VLCEK
 INTRODUCTION OF THE SPEAKER DEAN DAVOUD
 COMMENCEMENT ADDRESS MS. MAUREEN HOKE
 PRESENTATION OF GRADUATE CANDIDATES ASSOCIATE DEAN WILLIAMS
 RECOGNITION OF HONOR CANDIDATES DEAN DAVOUD
 PRESENTATION OF UNDERGRADUATE CANDIDATES ASSOCIATE DEAN WILLIAMS
  ASSISTANT PROFESSOR PURCELL
  PROFESSOR MEDIDI 
  PROFESSOR KALAANI
  PROFESSOR ZHANG
  PROFESSOR COX
  PROFESSOR VLCEK
 CLOSING REMARKS DEAN DAVOUD
 *ALMA MATER MARIA SMART, Graduating Masters Student, Master of Music,  
  Voice Performance
 **RECESSIONAL English Folk Song Suite by Ralph Vaughan Williams
Performed by: Georgia Southern University Symphonic Wind Ensemble 
Conducted by: ROBERT DUNHAM, DMA, Professor of Music, Director
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Master of Science
Daniel Elijah Eldridge Bietz
Michael Fabrice Guerrier






























































Md Mostofa Kamal Tareq




Relwinde Fabrice Wilfried Zongo




David Joseph Gaskin, Jr.












Joshua Michael Ackerman  †
Jordon Adair
Jacob Michael Adams
Chanukya Badri  †  ★
Ayman Abubakr Ali Bagabas  ‡
David Langdon Boxxe
Miranda Brawner  †
Joseph Chandler Brett
Michael Stewart Casteel








Kym D. Haywood II
Byron Noah Hickey
Demarcus Joseph Joachim
Jonathan Lee Jones  ✢
Jason W. Kollars
Shane William Kruse








Alsharif Eid Mohamad Nahas
Keyur Rajesh Patel  ‡
Jacob Alexander Poston  †
Troy Marshall Purvis
Jorge Alejandro Ruiz
Vondray Lamont Sanford, Jr.
Najee Malik Searcy
Matthew Tyler Sherwood






Garfield George Walsh, Jr.
Ward Carlton Williams









John James Alexander Correa
Charles Cameron Crowner
Wesley Thomas Duncan




Carlos Edgardo Flores Carias
Rebeca Emine Gonzalez Pineda  †
Joshua Joel Harris








Matthew Conlon Lynch  ✢
David Andres Pelaez Salazar
Keithifer Arnell Rucker
Seth Caleb Short, Sr.




Knox Christian Theus  ✢
Joshua Taylor Warkentine  ✢
Tony Denzel Washington, Jr.




Mitchell Adam Austin II
Jared Michael Baker  ✢









David Lee Fox, Jr.
Joseph Carson Garrett








Kendall Leon Ingram, Sr.
Kyle Thomas Jackson
Nicholas Alexander Truck 
Johnson  ✢
Jonathan David Jones  †
Aaron Ruston Keady
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‡ = Summa Cum Laude † = Magna Cum Laude ✢ = Cum Laude ★ = University Honors Program Scholar
Loretta Barbara Kpentey
Sierra Brooke Lackey  ✢





























Edward Anthony Ross III  ✢
Hayden Conrad Sanders
Reece William Sansom
Parker Sechrest  †
Alison Rachel Shaw












Bachelor of Science in 
Electrical Engineering






Christopher Donovan Carswell  †
Tervarious R. Carter
Zachary Taylor Carter
Gresham Lee Conway  †

























Mason Craig Moore  †
Billy L. Nebb, Jr.
Chibuikem Munachimso Nwalozie  ✢

























Isaiah Davis Woodruff  ✢  ★
Bryce Allen Woodward























Alajia Janae Colon  ✢
Jeremy Austin Cooley
Jason Wayne Davis























Preston Jeffery Hughes  †
Jonathan Oswald Huling  ✢
Jasmyne Artrecia Jackson  ✢
Matthew William Jaffie  †
Cody T. Jenkins
Brandon Johnson
Cyril David Johnson II
Peyton Ulysses Johnson
Wesley Clayton Johnson
John Joseph Jones, Jr.






Maurice Rodrigues Ligon II
Chung Lin  ✢
Brian Cory Lindner
Wyndell Jarrod Little









Orlando Ortega Garcia  †

















Joseph Michael Scarpinato, Jr.
Nicholas Alexander Scherer





Jonathan Kelley Spencer  ‡
Daniel Steven Stafford
Elijah John Stall
Sean Patrick Sullivan  ✢








John Hayward White III
Robert Matthew Willis
Madison Cecilia Wills  ‡  ★
Brad Tucker Wise
Jacob A. Woodard
John Herbert Young III






Ana Gabriela Ordonez Antunez
Craig Maxwell Ward










Nicholas Ryan Bentley  †
Elizabeth Anne Booth
Frederick Roland Broome III
Dalton Jack Brown













Sarah Caitlyn Deloach  ✢
Marcie Elizabeth DeMond  ‡






Karla Lizeth Fonseca Banegas  ✢
Dylan Montgomery Franklin
Stephen Ryan Frederick
Kevin Burke Frost  ✢
Randy Lee Gibson, Jr.
James Kyle Glidewell  ✢
Jacob Emmert Good  ✢
Kayla Maleah-Pearl Harris
Colton Lee Harrison  †
Raymond Edward Hathaway






Sean Michael Huneycutt  †
Christopher Jordan
Dane Michael Richard Keller  †



















Adam Casey Phillips  †






Alex Jeffrey Rickman  ✢
Brandon Christopher Robinson
Nicholas B. Rogers
Keith Wilson Russell  ✢  ★
Harrison Christian Showalter
Adrian Thaddeus Smith
Thomas Robert Sowell  ✢
Shadrach William Stark
Jessica Antonia Starr  ✢
Tyler Joseph Strudgeon
William Reid Swindell
Stephen Allen Tew  †
Mitchell Todd Thomas  †
Kevin Torres








COLLEGE OF SCIENCE  
AND MATHEMATICS
FACULTY MARSHALS 
MARTHA L. ABELL, Ph.D., Professor, Mathematical Sciences
WORLANYO E. GATO, Ph.D., Assistant Professor, Chemistry and Biochemistry
KERRIE M. SENDALL, Ph.D., Assistant Professor, Biology 
JOHN T. VAN STAN, Ph.D., Associate Professor, Geology and Geography
READERS 
JEFFREY A. GRITTON, Ph.D., Limited-Term Assistant Professor, Physics and Astronomy 
EMILY A. KANE, Ph.D., Assistant Professor, Biology
A. LOREN MATHEWS, Ph.D. Lecturer, Biology 
NICHOLAS C. RADKO, M.S., Lecturer, Geology and Geography
THE PLATFORM PARTY 
DELANA A. GAJDOSIK-NIVENS, Ph.D., Dean, College of Science and Mathematics
BRITTANY WATERS HEURTER, M.S., Senior Project Analyst, Gulfstream Aerospace 
LANCE D. MCBRAYER, Ph.D., Associate Dean, College of Science and Mathematics
BRENT D. FESKE, Ph.D., Associate Dean, College of Science and Mathematics
BRIAN P. KOEHLER, Ph.D., Associate Dean, College of Science and Mathematics
STEPHEN P. VIVES, Ph.D., Chair, Biology
WILL E. LYNCH, Ph.D., Chair, Chemistry and Biochemistry
JAMES S. REICHARD, Ph.D., Chair, Geology and Geography
SHARON E. TAYLOR, Ph.D., Chair, Mathematical Sciences
CLAYTON H. HELLER, Ph.D., Chair, Physics and Astronomy
The College of Science and 
Mathematics (COSM) strives 
for excellence and innovation 
in undergraduate and graduate 
research, teaching practice and 
service to our community. Our 
College is a leader in producing 
graduates to meet tomorrow’s 
challenges. Across three campuses, 
COSM boasts state-of-the-art 
teaching and research labs, an 
aquatics lab, two microscopy 
suites, a mass spectrometry suite 
and additional instrumentation 
necessary to support our faculty 
members’ diverse research interests 
and facilitate their numerous 
collaborations. COSM students can 
earn degrees in biology, chemistry 
and biochemistry, geology and 
geography, mathematical sciences, 
and physics and astronomy.
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* AUDIENCE PLEASE STAND
** AUDIENCE PLEASE STAND AND REMAIN STANDING UNTIL THE PLATFORM PARTY, FACULTY AND CANDIDATES HAVE EXITED THE FIELDHOUSE.
We would like to thank the Georgia Southern University volunteers for their assistance with today’s ceremony.
PROGRAM 
 *PROCESSIONAL Pomp and Circumstance (Military March No. 1, Op.39) by Edward Elgar
Performed by: Georgia Southern University Symphonic Wind Ensemble
Conducted by: ROBERT DUNHAM, DMA, Professor of Music, Director
     *NATIONAL ANTHEM CASSIE WARTHEN, Graduating Senior, Bachelor of Music,   
   Voice Performance
 WELCOME ASSOCIATE DEAN FESKE 
 INTRODUCTION OF THE SPEAKER DEAN GAJDOSIK-NIVENS
 COMMENCEMENT ADDRESS MS. BRITTANY WATERS HEURTER
 RECOGNITION OF EMERITUS FACULTY DEAN GAJDOSIK-NIVENS
 PRESENTATION OF GRADUATE CANDIDATES     ASSOCIATE DEAN MCBRAYER
 RECOGNITION OF AVERITT AWARDS ASSOCIATE DEAN MCBRAYER
 RECOGNITION OF THE DEAN’S  ASSOCIATE DEAN FESKE 
 RESEARCH SCHOLARS
 RECOGNITION OF HONOR CANDIDATES ASSOCIATE DEAN KOEHLER
 PRESENTATION OF UNDERGRADUATE CANDIDATES   PROFESSOR VIVES  
  PROFESSOR LYNCH 
  PROFESSOR REICHARD 
  PROFESSOR TAYLOR 
  PROFESSOR HELLER  
 *ALMA MATER CASSIE WARTHEN, Graduating Senior, Bachelor of Music, 
   Voice Performance
 **RECESSIONAL English Folk Song Suite by Ralph Vaughan Williams
Performed by: Georgia Southern University Symphonic Wind Ensemble 







Frank Paul Braun IV
Lyntana Rae Brougham
Julien Marc Buchbinder
Anthony Scott Bush, Jr.
Trevor Ray Camper
















































Chukwudalu Douglas Fab Ukozor
Rahjahn Dyron Tyshir Hicks
Jayla Shamyre Humphrey  ✢


























Cianiya Janaé Bankhead  †





Breana Tamera Bess  †
Taylor Bishop
Michele Bleam  †
Bethany Joyce Bogan
Raymond Kennith Bogdon  †
Austin Lee Bolay  ✢
Nicholas Kelly Bond
Lydia Jeanette Bonnell  †  ★
Costandinos George Boudouris  †
Hunter J. Bourdon  ✢
Kaari Raziq Breckenridge
Jesse M. Britt II
Susan McClain Broadaway
Kayla Leah Brown  ✢
Deiondre M. Bryan




Justin Michael Cash  †
Sarai Lynn Castillo
Karim Chouhaita










Rajvi Yogeshkumar Dave  ✢
Jeriesha Annetta Davis











Nicholas Robert Everhard  ✢





Christian D. Freeman  ‡
Matthew Alexander Gaddy
Anjdrea S. Garnett
Elise R. Georgeff  †
Courtney Nicole Gest
Arianna A. Gibbs
Anthony Gerard Glaude, Jr.










Raymond Demar Harris  †
ReHanshae Dameneke Harvey
Alec T. Hash





Dillon Cole Hernandez  ✢




Daniel Lee Huber  †
Corey James Huffstetler






Drew Alexander Johnson  ✢
Mary Johnson
Honora Violet Jones  †
Lindsey Stanfield Jones
Molly Kaitlyn Jones  †
Logan Warren Kelleher
Bennett Michaela King  †
Thomas Harrison Kirk  †
Morgan Harvey Laballe  ‡  ★
Erica Morgan Lafontaine
Dillan Jitendra Lakhu











Lauren Kathleen Love  ‡  ★
Eric Lugo
Candace Elizabeth Luong  †
Jessica M. MacDonald











Kennedy V. Miller  ✢
Lucy Michelle Miller  ✢
Loy McClain Mitcham
Joshua David Gideon Moore
Nicholas Stephen Moore  ‡  ★







Thomas Patrick Mulkey  ‡  ★
Colleen Paige Mullally  ✢
Savannah DeLaine Mullins  ✢  ★
Faith Danielle Newsome
Minh Anh Nguyen  ‡
Theresa Tram Thanh Nguyen  ‡
Cameron James Ochoa  †
Jordan Chadwick Owens
Kayla E. Padgett  ‡
Daron Duane Palmer
Niataya Ilexis Palmer  ✢
Ashley Elizabeth Passantino
Shahil K. Patel
Erin Nicole Pearson  ‡
Megan Ellesse Petty
Justine Pulte  ✢
Christopher Michael Randle






Trevor Locke Roberts  †
Chase Neal Robinson  †  ★
Mierra Chantelle Robinson
Olivia Grace Roddenberry  ✢
Sarah Hope Rogers  ‡  ★
LeRonda Gabrielle Rolle
John Duncan Ross
Donna Nicole Rucker  †
Scott Cooper Sadler
Charlie Justin Alexander Sainz
4746
‡ = Summa Cum Laude † = Magna Cum Laude ✢ = Cum Laude ★ = University Honors Program Scholar
Mattie Marie Saxon
River Catherine Scarborough
Briana Michele Sesmundo  ★
Joshua Samuel Shapiro
Sydnee S. Shaw  †
Hannah Marie Shores
Nicholas James Shumate
Benjamin David Siclare  ‡  ★
Taylor Jane Sieg
Nadia Zana Singleton  ✢
Hillary Rebecca Sklar
Asatou Yvonne Smallwood
Mara Elizabeth Smith  ✢
Robert Brandon Smith




John Carlysle Stagg  ★
Savannah T. Steedley  †




Brooke Kimberly Syms  ✢
Courtney Lenore Telfort  †  ★
TáQuana Lashay Thompson
Jazz Berná Thorpe
Raven S. Tillman  ✢




Favour Uwan Ukpongson  ‡
Maria Theresa Valdes
Nicholas Eric Van Alstine
Amber Janelle Wade
Brianna Faith Wadley
John Tyler Wagner  ✢  ★
Shannon Kristin Wagner  ‡  ★
Alexis Chantal Walker
Grayson Ariel Walker  ✢  ★
Olivia Alexis Walker
Amanda Francesca Wallace









Charlecia Michelle Williams  ‡
Haley Kathryn Williams  ✢
Ashley Marie Williamson
Ashleigh Wolven  ✢
John Andrew Wonacott  †
Kyra Gabrielle Wong  ✢
Blake Lloyd Winston Woods III
Savannah Lee Wright
Lane P. Zeagler  ‡
Danielle Catherine Zimpel  ✢
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COLLEGE OF ARTS  
AND HUMANITIES
FACULTY MARSHALS 
CAROLYN BRYAN, Ph.D., Professor, Music
ABBY M. BROOKS, Ph.D., Associate Professor, Communication Arts
ELIZABETH BUTTERFIELD, Ph.D., Associate Professor, Philosophy and Religious Studies
OLIVIA CARR EDENFIELD, Ph.D., Professor, Literature 
RAYMOND W. GADDY, MFA, Assistant Professor and Gallery Director, Art
CHRISTOPHER GARLAND, Ph.D., Assistant Professor, Writing and Linguistics
JOSE MANUEL HIDALGO, Ph.D., Professor, Foreign Languages
ELSIE T. HILL, MFA, Associate Professor, Art
CHRISTOPHER E. HENDRICKS, Ph.D., Professor, History
AMANDA KONKLE, Ph.D., Assistant Professor, Literature
DAVID LANGLEY, Ph.D., Assistant Professor, Music 
JINRONG LI, Ph.D., Associate Professor, Writing and Linguistics
LETICIA MCGRATH, Ph.D., Assistant Professor, Foreign Languages
JASON SLONE, Ph.D., Professor, Philosophy and Religious Studies
TIMOTHY TEETER, Ph.D., Associate Professor, History
JOHN E. WRIGHT, MFA, Assistant Professor, Communication Arts
READERS 
BRADLEY C. EDWARDS, Ph.D., Senior Lecturer
STEVEN ELISHA, DMA, Associate Professor 
REED SMITH, Ph.D., Professor
THE PLATFORM PARTY 
CURTIS RICKER, D.A., Dean, College of Arts and Humanities
ANASTATIA SIMS, Ph.D., Professor, History
TERESA WINTERHALTER, Ph.D., Associate Dean, College of Arts and Humanities
JOLYON HUGHES, Ph.D., Associate Dean, College of Arts and Humanities 
JEFF P. GARLAND, MFA, Chair, Betty Foy Sanders Department of Art
PAMELA BOURLAND-DAVIS, Ph.D., Chair, Communication Arts 
ERIC KARTCHNER, Ph.D., Chair, Foreign Languages
LISA DENMARK, Ph.D., Chair, History
BETH HOWELLS, Ph.D., Chair, Literature 
STEVEN HARPER, Ph.D., Chair, Music
KARIN FRY, Ph.D., Chair, Philosophy and Religious Studies 
RUSSELL WILLERTON, Ph.D., Chair, Writing and Linguistics 
As the College of the Creative Mind, 
the College of Arts and Humanities 
seeks to develop students who have 
a passion for learning and a desire 
to understand their world, both past 
and present. The College promotes 
high academic performance and 
empowers students to develop 
their analytical, creative and 
communication skills. A pillar of the 
academic foundation of Georgia 
Southern University, the College 
plays a central role in every student’s 
core of knowledge. It has a solid 
reputation as a national contributor 
to furthering arts and humanities 
and is committed to preparing 
each student to be a responsible 
global citizen.
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* AUDIENCE PLEASE STAND
** AUDIENCE PLEASE STAND AND REMAIN STANDING UNTIL THE PLATFORM PARTY, FACULTY AND CANDIDATES HAVE EXITED THE FIELDHOUSE.
We would like to thank the Georgia Southern University volunteers for their assistance with today’s ceremony.
PROGRAM 
 *PROCESSIONAL Pomp and Circumstance (Military March No. 1, Op.39) by Edward Elgar
Performed by: Georgia Southern University Symphonic Wind Ensemble
Conducted by: ROBERT DUNHAM, DMA, Professor of Music, Director
     *NATIONAL ANTHEM MARIA SMART, Graduating Masters Student, Master of Music,  
   Voice Performance
 WELCOME DEAN RICKER
 INTRODUCTION OF THE SPEAKER DEAN RICKER 
 COMMENCEMENT ADDRESS PROFESSOR SIMS
 RECOGNITION OF EMERITUS FACULTY DEAN RICKER
 HOODING OF MASTER OF FINE ARTS CANDIDATES DEAN RICKER
 PRESENTATION OF GRADUATE CANDIDATES ASSOCIATE DEAN HUGHES
 RECOGNITION OF HONOR CANDIDATES ASSOCIATE DEAN WINTERHALTER
 PRESENTATION OF UNDERGRADUATE CANDIDATES PROFESSOR GARLAND
  PROFESSOR BOURLAND-DAVIS
  ASSOCIATE PROFESSOR KARTCHNER
  ASSOCIATE PROFESSOR DENMARK
  PROFESSOR HOWELLS
  PROFESSOR HARPER
  PROFESSOR FRY
  PROFESSOR WILLERTON
 CLOSING REMARKS DEAN RICKER
 *ALMA MATER MARIA SMART, Graduating Masters Student, Master of Music,  
   Voice Performance
 **RECESSIONAL English Folk Song Suite by Ralph Vaughan Williams
Performed by: Georgia Southern University Symphonic Wind Ensemble 
Conducted by: ROBERT DUNHAM, DMA, Professor of Music, Director
48 49
Master of Fine Arts
Studio Art
Zachary Andrew Kelley
B.A., Georgia Southern 
University, 2016
Thesis: Neo_Fluxus & Dragons


































Michael Francis Patrick Maloney
Noah A. Mass
Anna Louise McIntyre





































Avery Allen Atnip  †
Julian J. Austin
Nicole Karen Baar  ✢
Devin Elliot Banach
Jasmine Christina Barillas  ✢
Sky Andrew Barrett
Taylor Griffin Barrett
Hilary Elizabeth Bataille  ‡
Morgan Elizabeth Bennet  †
Iryna Bilyk  ✢
Kassie Hope Bohannon  ‡  ★
Nilda Bianca Borup
Brittany Elizabeth Boyden
Andrew Joseph Brocato  ✢
Diamond L. Brown





Benjamin Alex Cela  ‡  ★
Kimberly Suzanne Christian
Adam Tye Chulawat  †
James G. Clark
Emily Elizabeth Coats  ‡  ★
Spencer MacKenzie Collins
Aaron Williams Cooler
Giovanna Deena Crawford  ✢
Lauren Odell Crisp  †
Briyanna Nicole Culbreath




Sean Scott De La Torre
Kelsey Lisette Depenhart
Jacob Tyler Dickman
Taylor Allen Dollar  †
Jessica Rae Doughtie
Tori Analythea Druilhet
Jessica Robin Dube  ✢
Candace Alexandria Dugan










Julisha Safina Ford  ‡  ★
Jessica Patton Forsee  ‡  ★
Francesca Jean Foster
Ryland Perry Fox  †
Darrow S. Fraser




Brady Leigh Gwynn  ‡  ★




Hannah Lyn Hanlon  ‡
James Franklin Hardin  †
Maya Ernae Harper
Elijah James Harris  †
Pebbles Laeohn Harrison






Deja Denise Jasmine Holmes  †
Bruce James Honaker  ✢
Matthew R. Howard  †
Sarah DeJean Hufft
Caelie Rose Hunnicutt
Richard Francis Stephen Lewis 
Jackson  ✢
Holly Meredith James
Angelique Danielle Jennings  ‡
Ariane Sophia Jensen
Ira M. Jones II
Jennifer Renee Jones  †
Pierce G. Keen  ✢  ★
Melanie Rose Kesler
Meigan Lee Kicklighter
Lane S. Knight  †
Emily A. Krout  ‡
Carlton Lanier, Jr.
Saskia Nasalia Lascarez Casanov
William Oliver Leach
Brian John Lee  ‡
Imani Zhane Lee
Bianca Michelle Lindsay
Jason Eric Little, Jr.
Andy Michelle Lopez Soberano  ✢
Jose Cristobal Lopez  ✢
Robert Victor Lowe  †
Richard Albert Manning
Giselle Eilene Martinez
Stephen John Domingo 
McCarthy  ✢












Gretchen Marie Mueller  ✢
Quincee Simone Mundy  †
Paige Avery Oney
Daniel Preston Overstreet, Jr.
Thomas Andrew Owens
Caroline Judith-Diane Pace  †
Nicholas Francis Xavier Parr
Caroline Elisabeth Peebles
Devon B. Penrod
Katharine Elise Penrod  ✢
Caitlin Blair Perry
Paige Marie Peterson  ✢  ★
Raymond Carleton Phipps  †




Megan M. Prangley  ‡  ★
Emily M. Pressler  ‡  ★
5150
‡ = Summa Cum Laude † = Magna Cum Laude ✢ = Cum Laude ★ = University Honors Program Scholar
Cydney Charese Price  †
Noah Christopher Prince
Olivia Kate Quillman  †
Michelina M. Restaino
Elizabeth F. Rhoades
Ashley Brooke Richoux  ✢
Addie Elizabeth Ricketson






Linnea Austine Ryan  ✢  ★
Kirkland Chase Sanders
Elijah Randall Sanford  ✢
Edith Santana  ‡
Zachary J. Schulz
LaTessa Nicole Scott













Nolan Elaine Swaim  ✢
Tovah Evangeline Swan  ‡
Rachel Mckenzie Taylor
Imani Simonne Thomas
Olivia Brooke Thompson  †  ★
Faith Julianne Tinkey





Martha Cherylann Vega Velez





Rose Samantha Wellington  ‡
Kimberly Anne Weot
Mellissa Ann Werner
Laura Catherine Weyman  ✢
Elizabeth A. Wheeless
Kevin M. White  ‡  ★






Alyssa Jade Windsor  ★
Justin Tyler Woodard
Nakia Cherelle Woodley
James Christopher Wright  †
Shaina Zariya Wright
Trevor C. Wright
Bachelor of Fine Arts
Marjorie Alise Adams
Anna Zenia Blalock  †
Rachel Lian Brown  †
Kendyll Lane Canning  ✢
Anthony Edward Caracci  †
Bailey Rebecca Cawthon  †






Robert McKenzee Doehling  ✢  ★
Chandler David Eldridge
Chance Walker Everette
Allison M. Exley  ‡
Taylor Anne Floyd
Khalil Russell Ford
Tiffany June Ford  ‡
Elaina Caroline Frampton




Katie Scarlett Griffin  ✢
Dylan Ray Harris
Shelby Jordan Head
Deeanna Elizabeth Lyn  ✢




Heidi Grace McClain  †
Abigail Morgan
Brenna Ann Mudge  ✢
Madeline Diane Owens
Bethany Sue Panhorst  ‡  ★
Trenton Rashad Reese  †
Pamela H. Reynolds  ‡
David Carl Rostal  ‡
Alyssa M. Santana
Macey Gaylyn Skelton  ✢
Kevin Patrick Spillane
Emily Marie Thomson  ✢
Marian Rose Trainor  ★
Elisabeth Brooke Waters

















Tony Wayne Brown, Jr.
Taylor M. Burke




Javier Carbonell Piserra  †
Carolina Brazil Carter
Brian Keith Chambers  †











Jesus Miguel Dudley De Alba  †
Laurel Martin Dominy
Eric Clifford Laroy Donald, Jr.
Sarah Marie Drost  †
Lauren Grace Durrance
Jacob Austin Knight Edwards
Nirvana Ebony Edwards
Lillie Grace Evans
Megan Erin Evans Champagne
Terrin Allison Evans





Sean Anthony Donnell Freeman, Jr.
Angela Fuster Sendra
Monteo Shamar J’mond Garrett
Katia Michaelle Gauthier
Desiree Allison Glenn
Lionel Sevesta Glover, Jr.
Davon Nathanial Green





























Amber Sawley Joyner  ‡
Allee Nicole Keyfauver
Justin Daniel King
Carmen Kramer  †
Nolan Andrew Kujawski
James Philip Lanier










Leonard Thomas Malloy III
Daulton Reinhard Manis
Nicole Dianne Marshall
Candice Renee Mathews  †
Asha-Deiondra C. Mathis
Miller Bess McCord  ✢











Samantha Carol Anne Nixon










Stephanie Mae Pacheco Pedron  ‡
Griselda Lizette Perez










April Kristina Rudshaugen  ‡
Heather Nicole Rushin
Stephen Hodges Rushing, Jr.
Nikole Michelle Sage
Shatavius Lamar Scott
Mitchell Seefeldt  †
Travinea S. Sherrod




















Kate S. Tidwell  ‡
John Joseph Trueblood, Jr.
Yarelis Vanga
















Robert Whip Wilson III
Nicole Marie Wise
Lindsey Marie Wood




David Arambulo  ‡
Kendellan Maxine Chapman
Michael Scott Edwards  ✢
Dominik James Austin Fields
Laina Blaire Freeman
Jennifer Lauren Hanselman  ‡
Emma Leigh Huennekens
Brigette Nicole Jenkins  ✢
Vance Parker Jones






Cassie Warthen  †  ★
Anthony Harrison Weber
Taylor Blake Yarbrough  †
Bachelor of Science
Andrew William Abrahamson













Ruben Emilio Benitez Saenz












Mikayla A. Chess  ✢
Cyrena Latoya Chin





Brett Littleton Daniel  ‡
Kayla Leigh Davis
Chaelesse Savanna Delpleche
Elias Ricardo Delvasto  ✢
Harry Gerald Dukes, Jr.
Kristen Nichelle Edwards  ✢
Bryanna-Nicole Christine Evans  †
Julia Marie Fechter








Emma Alexandra Green  ✢
Gunther James Read Griffin  †
Jake Everett Grinter
Elizabeth Hana Gross  ✢
Alyssa Michelle Gunnells
Aliyah Michelle Gunter
McKenzie Morgan Hamby  ✢
Megan Marie Hammett



























Benjamin Boone Mayes III
Justin Hilliard Mays
















































Brendan C. Ward  †






Robert Brandon Wright  ‡









Ashley Nichole Miller  †
Caleb Joseph O’Neill
Charlesetta A. Richards
Steven Ray Snelson, Sr.





Ileene Ashley Diaz  ✢
Maggie Catherine Dunn  †  ★
Barbara Lawrence Eloi
Audrey Ann Gallop  ✢
Kristen D. Garza
Anna Blake Hare Brackett  †
James Edward Mack, Jr.
Allison Taylor Manning  ✢
Maria S. Merryman








PARKER COLLEGE OF BUSINESS
The Parker College of Business 
distinguishes itself from colleges of 
business at other large, nationally 
recognized research universities 
by emphasizing close interactions 
and engagement among faculty, 
students and the business 
community. The College of Business 
seeks to produce career-ready 
professionals upon graduation 
by offering a broad array of high-
quality undergraduate and select 
graduate programs within a learning 
environment characterized by 
inspired teaching, relevant research 
and meaningful service. We equip 
students with the knowledge, critical 
thinking skills and relevant tools for 
professional success.
FACULTY MARSHALS 
TIMOTHY D. CAIRNEY, Ph.D., Associate Professor, Accounting
BRITTON A. McKAY, Ph.D., Professor, Accounting
MARIANA SAENZ-AYALA, Ph.D., Assistant Professor, Economics
DUONG “KATIE” PHAM, Ph.D., Assistant Professor, Finance
MANOUCHEHR TABATABAEI, Ph.D., Associate Professor, Information Systems
JACOB V. SIMONS, Ph.D., Associate Professor, Logistics and Supply Chain Management
DAVID M. SIKORA, Ph.D., Associate Professor, Management
BO DAI, Ph.D., Assistant Professor, Marketing
READERS 
BRITTON A. McKAY, Ph.D., Professor, Accounting
STEPHANIE R. SIPE, J.D., Professor, Accounting
CAMILLE F. ROGERS, Ed.D. Associate Professor of Information Systems,  
Department of Information Systems
CONSTANCE R. CAMPBELL, Ph.D., Professor, Management
STANLEY D. SUBOLESKI, Ph.D., Lecturer, Management
THE PLATFORM PARTY 
ALLEN C. AMASON, Ph.D., Dean, Parker College of Business
GREGORY M. PARKER, Founder and Chief Executive Officer of The Parker Companies
RAND W. RESSLER, Ph.D., Associate Dean
TIMOTHY A. PEARSON, Ph.D., Professor, Director, Accounting
YASSI SAADATMAND, Ph.D., Professor, Chair, Economics
JOSEPH S. RUHLAND, Ph.D., Associate Professor, Chair, Finance
ADRIAN B. GARDINER, Ph.D., Associate Professor, Information Systems
GERARD J. BURKE, Ph.D., Professor, Chair, Logistics and Supply Chain Management
STEVEN A. STEWART, Ph.D., Associate Professor, Management
MICHAEL L. THOMAS, Ph.D., Associate Professor, Chair, Marketing
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* AUDIENCE PLEASE STAND
** AUDIENCE PLEASE STAND AND REMAIN STANDING UNTIL THE PLATFORM PARTY, FACULTY AND CANDIDATES HAVE EXITED THE FIELDHOUSE.
We would like to thank the Georgia Southern University volunteers for their assistance with today’s ceremony.
PROGRAM 
 *PROCESSIONAL Pomp and Circumstance (Military March No. 1, Op.39) by Edward Elgar
Performed by: Georgia Southern University Symphonic Wind Ensemble
Conducted by: ROBERT DUNHAM, DMA, Professor of Music, Director
 *NATIONAL ANTHEM VANCE JONES, Graduating Senior, Bachelor of Music,  
   Music Education, Choral
 WELCOME DEAN AMASON
 INTRODUCTION OF THE SPEAKER DEAN AMASON 
 COMMENCEMENT ADDRESS MR. GREGORY M. PARKER, Founder and Chief Executive Officer of  
   The Parker Companies
 RECOGNITION OF EMERITUS FACULTY   DEAN AMASON
 HOODING OF DOCTORAL CANDIDATES ALAN W. MACKELPRANG, Ph.D., Associate Professor,  
   Logistics and Supply Chain Management 
 PRESENTATION OF GRADUATE CANDIDATES DEAN AMASON
 PRESENTATION OF UNDERGRADUATE CANDIDATES DEAN AMASON
 CLOSING REMARKS  DEAN AMASON
 *ALMA MATER VANCE JONES, Graduating Senior, Bachelor of Music,  
   Music Education, Choral
 **RECESSIONAL English Folk Song Suite by Ralph Vaughan Williams
Performed by: Georgia Southern University Symphonic Wind Ensemble 
Conducted by: ROBERT DUNHAM, DMA, Professor of Music, Director
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Doctor of Philosophy
Logistics and Supply Chain 
Management
Nihar Nitin Kumthekar
B.E., Sardar Patel University, 2007
MBA, S P Jain Center of 
Management, 2011
Dissertation: Operational Optimality 
and Firm Performance












































Charles Lee Petty III
John Graham Raley
Jaclyn Gisselle Robelo

























































Mariz Camille Mercado Mallari
Sheila Dingle McGirt
























Ryland Perry Fox  †
Daniel Alexander Gonzalez  ✢
Joseph Alexander Hale  †
Gage Nicholas Nutgrass
Ricky Sherrod, Jr.




















Luis Ernesto Baron Rajo
Danny W. Barron, Jr.










Arianna Maria Jonel Blake
Lauren Jane Boetje
Liam Frazier Boggs
Taylor Elaine Bolyard  †
Cory Dalton Bond  ‡





Cameron Wallace Braddy  ‡
Lauren Josephine Bragg
Landon Athens Brahn
Aulbert Judson Brannen  ✢
Brooks Anderson Brasher
Bruce Briley, Jr.






William M. Brown III  ‡









‡ = Summa Cum Laude † = Magna Cum Laude ✢ = Cum Laude ★ = University Honors Program Scholar
Kristina Leigh Burns  ✢
Aaliyah Dejanae Bynum




Bethany Christina Jeanelle Callaway
Nyja Shaquille Callaway








Emiry Marie Channell  †




Samuel T. Choi  †
James Lane Christian  ✢
Kenneth Louis Ciarletta, Jr.
Fatou Cisse
Dawon Wendell Clark
Sydney K. Clark  ‡
Geoffrey S. Clay, Jr.
Crystal Marie Cliett
Nicholas B. Clift
















Eustus Lamont Craft III
Joshua Donald Crews
Charles Samuel Cromley
William Lee Crook  †
Jacqueline Elisabeth Cullen  ✢
Collin James Cummings
Robert Depaul Cunningham
Hannah Melissa Dasher  †
Lewis Claxton Davis III
Mattison D. Davis
Genesis De La Cruz
Daniel De Los Santos
Zachary Douglas Deloach
Chelsea Marie Dettling






Azina Nicole Doyle  ✢






James Michael Edmondson, Jr.
Ridge Griner Eldridge














Gabrielle Taylore Fitzpatrick  ✢
Torgeir Fjaer  †
Kierra Bernadasha Fleming









AnnMarie Catherine Gallagher  ✢
Sara Lauren Garman
John Richard Garner




Joseph Calvin George, Jr.  ✢







Meagan Emily Greene  †
Trevor Gerald Greene  †
Evan William Greer












Madeleine McKenzie Haney  ✢
Kurt Richard Hanlon
Morgan Quinn Hanson  ✢  ★
Daniel Franklin Harben

















Kara Elizabeth Heater  ✢
Rachel Marie Heath  ✢
Phillip Thomas Henley
Elijah Henry  ✢











Trevor Scott Holton  ✢
Amir Khalid Hood
























George John Jance III
Matthew Louis Janowitz
































Cameron Elizabeth Lacks  †
Angela Robertson Lang
Emil Meldgaard Laursen  ‡
Katelyn Lee Law  †
Jordan Elizabeth Lawson
Ngoc Hong Le  ‡  ★
Coran Rashad Lee
Jacob David Lee
Stanford Britt Lee  ✢
Thomas Randall Lee
















































William Hobby Mills III
Christopher Ryan Mitchell







Erin Catherine Moore  ‡  ★
Jaylen M. Moore
Alexa Chantal Morales  ‡






















Kelley Daniel Nemec  ✢  ★
John Paul Newton





Obodoechine  †  ★










Joanna Lauryn Pangburn  ✢
Noah Anthony Panzarella
Kayla Lynn Parker
Hardik Ketan Patel  ✢
Jaymin S. Patel  ✢  ★
Rakesh Kirtikumar Patel
Renee Stephanie Patrick  ✢
Shannon Louise Peek
Maria Valentina Pescina
Cole Kilpatrick Peters  ✢
Jamie R. Philipson
Benjamin Alvin Pittman II
Alexandria Marie Plourde
Kellsie Elizabeth Plumlee
Cody Polifka  ✢
Tracey Marie Pope
Sharmita Saha Porshia  †
Dewey Austin Powell
Marquvis Deontate Prescott

















Robert Warren Reynolds, Jr.
Klynton Victor Lanier Rhodes
























Craig Henry Selph II
Catherine Mckenzie Semple









Mark Donald Skradis  †
Jordan A. Slaughter, Sr.
Joshua Zaire Small













































Lindsay Truscott  †
Nathan Timothy Truxel  ✢









Caitlin Paige Vinson  †
Justin K. Wagstaff  ✢









Ida Carolina Warme  ‡
Heather Warnock  †










Brandon Tremel Rashon Williams
Chase Berry Williams
D’Antay Drashawn Williams
Darius Markee Daison Williams
Herbert Parker Williams
Jaylen Trent Williams










Jeremiah Daniel Zielicke  †
Taylor Anthony Zubek
Kyle Wilson Zumstein
Bachelor of Science in 
Business Economics
Ekanayake Nipuna Ambanpola  ✢
Mackenzie L. Austin
Bianca Monique Baarh










Toni Ebony Essence Jones
Joseph Mitchell Little
Jessica Lorene Longoria  ✢
Angel Lopez-Akiyama  †
Richard Oscar McGrath
Cameron Adam Medlin  ✢
Kiana Michelle Mitchell




Gary Quintao Tompkins  ‡





President Marrero has recommended to the Board of Regents of the University System of Georgia that the following Deans, faculty and staff 
member be granted emeritus status upon retirement:
DR. DAVID C. ALLEY, Professor of Spanish, who is retiring June 
30, 2019. Dr. Alley received his Bachelor of Arts in Spanish from 
Macalester College (1975) and his Master of Education (1981) in 
Foreign Language Education and his Doctorate of Education (1988) 
in Language Education from the University of Georgia. He has been 
teaching at Georgia Southern University since 1988 as Professor of 
Spanish and Program Director for the Master of Arts in Spanish. 
Dr. Alley’s primary areas of research have been second language 
acquisition and Hispanic culture. Dr. Alley has published articles in 
Foreign Language Annals, Hispania, Afro-Hispanic Review, Southeastern 
Latin Americanist, and Dimension. He has presented over 100 papers 
at international, national, regional and state conferences. Over 250 
students have graduated from the foreign language education program 
at Georgia Southern University under his direction, and most have 
gone on to successful careers as Spanish, French and German teachers. 
Dr. Alley directed study abroad programs to Costa Rica, Mexico, Spain, 
the Dominican Republic, Chile, and Argentina. He was a Fulbright 
Research Scholar in Honduras in 1992. Over the course of his career 
he received over $28,000 in grants. Dr. Alley has been recognized as 
Professor of the Year by the Foreign Language Association of Georgia 
and the Southern Conference on Language Teaching. In 2006 he 
received the Ruffin Cup, the highest award of the College of Liberal 
Arts and Social Sciences at Georgia Southern. In 2007 he received 
the Founders’ Award from the Southern Conference on Language 
Teaching, a Special Commendation from the Georgia State Board of 
Education and the Nelson Brooks Award for the Teaching of Culture 
from the American Council on the Teaching of Foreign Languages. 
For his many distinguished contributions to the department, college, 
University and profession, Dr. David C. Alley has earned the title of 
Professor Emeritus of Spanish.
MR. DONALD L. BERECZ, Senior Lecturer of Accounting, who is 
retiring May 31, 2019. Mr. Berecz earned both his Bachelor of Business 
Administration (1978) and Master of Business Administration (1981) 
degrees from Western Illinois University. He joined the faculty of 
Georgia Southern University in 2007 as the director of the Center for 
Forensic Studies in Accounting and Business. Prior to his arrival, Mr. 
Berecz served 23 years as a special agent with the FBI. He was agency-
certified as a financial investigator, police instructor, and polygraph 
examiner. During his career, he was assigned to the Seattle, Illinois, 
and Washington, D.C., field offices where he was responsible for a 
wide variety of criminal investigations and participated in undercover 
operations, foreign counterintelligence matters, and recruiting for 
the FBI. As Senior Lecturer, he developed popular courses in fraud 
examination, forensic accounting, and interviewing and interrogations. 
Mr. Berecz is a Certified Public Accountant (CPA), a Certified Fraud 
Examiner (CFE), and a Certified Forensic Interviewer (CFI). He is a 
licensed and practicing polygraph examiner and is active in numerous 
professional organizations, including the Association of Certified Fraud 
Examiners, the American Association of Police Polygraphists, and the 
International Association of Interviewers. For his many contributions 
to the school, college, University and profession, Mr. Donald L. Berecz 
is awarded the title of Senior Lecturer Emeritus of Accounting.
DR. LINDA A. CIONITTI, Professor of Music, who is retiring May 
31, 2019, after 30 years of service to Georgia Southern University. 
Dr. Cionitti earned her B.M. (Music Education, 1982) from the 
Crane School of Music, SUNY-Potsdam. She earned her M.M. 
(1984) and DMA (1989) from Michigan State University, where she 
was a student of renowned clarinetist Elsa Ludewig-Verdehr. Having 
joined the faculty in 1989 as assistant professor, she was tenured and 
promoted to associate professor in 1996 and to professor in 2002. 
Throughout her career, she has been an active international performer 
and recording artist. A Leblanc Artist, her 2009 CD, Jag & Jersey, 
featured premiers of works by Libby Larsen and James David. In 
the 2013-2014 academic year, Dr. Cionitti served the Department 
of Music as Interim Chair. In recognition for her outstanding 
performance in teaching, research, and service, Dr. Cionitti was 
awarded the Ruffin Cup by the College of Liberal Arts and Social 
Sciences. For all of her distinguished contributions to the department, 
college and University, Dr. Linda A. Cionitti has earned the title of 
Professor Emerita of Music. 
MS. LINDA R. COLLINS, Assistant Professor of Spanish, who 
is retiring May 31, 2019. Ms. Collins earned her B.A. (Spanish, 
1973) from Southern University and A&M College and her M.A. 
(Spanish, 1975) from the University of Wisconsin-Milwaukee. She 
pursued doctoral studies at the University of Kentucky. Prior to 
joining the faculty at Georgia Southern, Ms. Collins worked as a 
Foreign Languages Laboratory Director and Instructor of Spanish 
for 13 years at Southern University and A&M College. Ms. Collins 
joined the faculty at Georgia Southern in 1990. At the time of her 
retirement, she will have provided 29 years of dedicated teaching, 
college and university service to Georgia Southern University. During 
her tenure at Georgia Southern, Ms. Collins taught numerous 
sections of undergraduate elementary and intermediate Spanish 
classes and developed new upper-division courses on Afro Caribbean 
and Afro Latino cultures. Ms. Collins has consistently demonstrated 
a strong commitment to student learning by maintaining a positive 
and lively attitude towards her students and by working one-on-
one with all students who needed help and advice on class work 
and future career advice. Her passion for teaching has inspired 
and encouraged numerous students to elect majors and minors in 
Spanish and to become future teachers of Spanish. Ms. Collins is a 
relentless ambassador for study abroad programs to improve students’ 
language proficiency and to have first hand experiences with other 
cultures, raising cultural awareness and making global connections. 
For her efforts, she was recognized as Outstanding Student Mentor 
in 2010 by the Georgia Southern Circle of the Omicron Delta 
Kappa National Honor Society. In addition to her teaching, she has 
presented, organized and chaired scholarly papers at conferences 
and served on or chaired numerous committees at all levels of the 
University. For her many contributions to the department, college 
and University, Ms. Collins has earned the title of Assistant Professor 
Emerita of Spanish.
DR. DAVID LEWIS DUDLEY, Professor of Literature, who is 
retiring June 30, 2019. Dr. Dudley received his Bachelor of Arts 
degree in Greek from Duke University in 1970. He attended 
Lutheran Seminary, earning his Master of Divinity in 1975. In 
1984, Dr. Dudley received his Master of Arts degree in English 
from the University of West Florida, and earned his Ph.D. in 
1988 from Louisiana State University and A&M College. Joining 
the faculty at Georgia Southern in 1989, Dr. Dudley has found 
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enormous satisfaction in the classroom, sharing with a generation 
of students his love of literature and its power to express essential 
truths about our human condition. His affection and respect for his 
students remains undiminished. He will miss them terribly, as he 
will his colleagues, who have been ever supportive, encouraging and 
inspiring. Also unchanging is Dr. Dudley’s faith in Georgia Southern 
University, an institution that is, like all great schools, a miraculous 
gift that a people give to themselves and to their descendants. 
During his tenure at Georgia Southern, Dr. Dudley served as Chair 
of the Department of Literature and Philosophy for several years. 
He published three novels for Clarion Books, including the award-
winning The Bicycle Man. But the accomplishment of which he’s most 
proud, besides the ways he was privileged to touch minds and hearts 
in the classroom, is the statement of purpose and values he composed 
for the University: “We Are the Eagle Nation.” Its final sentences are 
these: “We soar, facing the challenges of each new day with hope and 
determination. Our legacy will be a better world for those who follow 
in the path of our flight. This is Georgia Southern University, and we 
are the Eagle Nation.” For these and numerous other contributions 
to the department, college, University and profession, Dr. David L. 
Dudley has earned the title of Professor Emeritus of Literature.
DR. LESLIE B. FLETCHER, Professor of Accounting, who retired 
December 31, 2018. Dr. Fletcher earned her Bachelor of Arts degree 
(1973) from Duke University. She received her Ph.D. from Louisiana 
State University in 1993. Joining the faculty at Georgia Southern 
in 1993 as an assistant professor, she was promoted to associate 
professor in 1999 and full professor in 2005. During her career, 
Dr. Fletcher received numerous awards and honors, especially for 
her extensive service work. She is most proud of being named the 
College of Business Professor of the Year. Her research emphases were 
business cases that focused on accounting problems and pedagogical 
issues in accounting. Her scholarship includes 27 journal articles 
and other publications. A highly requested professor, Dr. Fletcher’s 
teaching niches were classes in accounting for non-business majors 
that frequently had standing room only and writing-intensive classes 
for accounting students. Dr. Fletcher enjoyed her reputation as the 
“Writing Enforcer.” It was no more apt a description of her than in 
her International Accounting classes—a course she designed and 
taught for many years. For these and many other contributions to the 
school, college, University and profession, Dr. Leslie B. Fletcher has 
earned the title of Professor Emerita of Accounting.
DR. ELLEN HENDRIX, Assistant Professor of English, who is 
retiring May 31, 2019. Dr. Hendrix earned her Bachelor of Science 
in Education degree from Georgia Southern College in 1986. She 
received her Master of Arts, also from Georgia Southern University, 
in 1990. In 2009, she completed her doctoral studies at Indiana 
University of Pennsylvania, earning her Doctorate of Philosophy 
degree. Dr. Hendrix has taught at Georgia Southern University since 
1993. She was hired as an instructor in the former Department of 
English, and she later earned the title of assistant professor in the 
Department of Writing and Linguistics. Dr. Hendrix’s teaching 
responsibilities have revolved around First Year Writing, with 
additional teaching of English as Second Language classes, teaching 
a course on linguistics and revision, and tutoring at the Writing 
Center. As Georgia Southern grew its online course offerings, she 
expanded her skills into online teaching and course development. 
Dr. Hendrix’s service includes work as an assistant to the chair of 
Writing and Linguistics, serving as the University’s coordinator of 
general education, and serving in the office of the former College 
of Liberal Arts and Social Sciences. She has also been active in the 
National Writing Project and its local chapter, the Georgia Southern 
Writing Project, which provide training and professional development 
to teachers of language arts in secondary schools. Dr. Hendrix has 
authored or co-authored a number of articles, chapters and book 
reviews for audiences involved in the teaching of language arts and 
writing. She has given dozens of presentations to local, regional and 
national audiences. For these and many other contributions to the 
department, college, University and profession, Dr. Ellen Hendrix 
merits the title of Assistant Professor Emerita of English.
DR. THOMAS R. KOBALLA JR., Dean of the College of Education 
and Professor, who is retiring June 30, 2019. Dr. Koballa received 
his Bachelor of Science (1976) and his Master of Arts in Education 
(1978) degrees from East Carolina University. He earned his 
Doctorate of Philosophy from Pennsylvania State University (1981). 
For 28 years prior to coming to Georgia Southern University, he held 
faculty and administrative positions at the University of Georgia and 
the University of Texas at Austin. As a teacher–scholar, Dr. Koballa 
positioned his research to inform his teaching and his teaching to 
inform his research. Over the years, he taught courses in science 
education, biology and general education. In addition, he mentored 
undergraduate and graduate students and directed theses and 
dissertations at the University of Georgia and the University of Texas 
at Austin. Dr. Koballa was recognized for his university teaching and 
mentoring accomplishments by the Association for Science Teacher 
Education, the Georgia Science Teachers Association, and the Society 
for Information Technology and Teacher Education. The research he 
conducted early in his career examined science educators’ attitudes 
and was informed by social psychological theories. More recently, 
his research has involved greater collaboration with P-12 school 
and community partners and university faculty in a host of STEM 
disciplines. It has expanded to include investigations of educator 
mentoring, examinations of the influence of case-based pedagogy, and 
studies of conference participation on the thinking and practice of 
STEM educators. Dr. Koballa’s work has been published in refereed 
journals, including the Journal of Research in Science Teaching, the 
International Journal of Science Education and the Hispanic Journal of 
Behavioral Sciences. He has authored and edited books and textbooks, 
and published chapters in multiple books, including the Handbook 
of College Science Teaching and the Second International Handbook of 
Science Education. Dr. Koballa received external funding from the 
National Science Foundation, the Janet H. and C. Harry Knowles 
Foundation, and the U.S. Department of Education, among others. 
In addition, he was elected and served as president of the National 
Association for Research in Science Teaching and president of 
Southeastern Association for Science Teacher Education by fellow 
researchers. For these and many other distinguished accomplishments 
too numerous to mention here, Dr. Thomas R. Koballa, Jr. deserves 
the title of Dean and Professor Emeritus.
DR. CAROLE MASSEY, Associate Professor of Nursing, who is 
retiring May 31, 2019. Dr. Massey earned her Bachelor of Science 
in Nursing (1970) and Master of Science in Nursing (1977) degrees 
from the Medical College of Georgia in 1970. She received her 
Doctorate of Education (1989) in Curriculum and Supervision 
from the University of Georgia. Dr. Massey began her career in 
medical-surgical nursing at Emory Hospital in Atlanta, Georgia, 
before returning to Savannah, Georgia, and working at the St. 
Joseph’s Candler Health System, St. Joseph’s campus. She began 
her teaching career at Armstrong State College in 1974, rising to 
the rank of associate professor. During her 45 years in nursing 
education, she taught a number of courses and coordinated the 
medical-surgical course, her clinical area of expertise. She has had a 
number of leadership positions including acting department head 
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and coordinator of the undergraduate nursing program. She was 
instrumental in developing the Bachelor of Science in Nursing 
program at Armstrong and has participated in a number of curricula 
revisions. She has a number of publications and presentations in 
the areas of medical-surgical nursing, nursing curricula and student 
success. For these and other contributions to the school, college, 
University and profession, Dr. Carole Massey is awarded the title of 
Associate Professor Emerita of Nursing.
DR. W. BEDE MITCHELL, Professor and Dean of the Georgia 
Southern University Libraries, who is retiring July 1, 2019. Dr. 
Mitchell holds degrees from the University of Michigan (B.A., 
Philosophy, and MLS, Library Science), and Montana State 
University (Ed.D., Higher Education). Dr. Mitchell has served 
more than 19 years at Georgia Southern, concluding a career of 
41½ years as an academic librarian. Prior to coming to Georgia 
Southern, Dr. Mitchell worked as a library faculty member and 
administrator at Appalachian State University, the University of 
North Carolina at Greensboro, and Montana State University. As 
Dean of Libraries, Dr. Mitchell presided over the expansion and 
renovation of Henderson Library from 2004 through 2008, and 
the consolidation of Henderson Library in Statesboro and the Lane 
Library at Armstrong into the Georgia Southern University Libraries 
in January 2018. Under his leadership, the Libraries established the 
Digital Commons@Georgia Southern open access digital repository 
of faculty and student scholarship and earned the 2004 U.S. National 
Commission on Libraries and Information Science Blue Ribbon 
Consumer Health Information Recognition Award for Georgia (in 
partnership with the Statesboro Regional Library and the Magnolia 
Coastlands Area Health Education Center). Dr. Mitchell chaired 
nine search committees for Georgia Southern vice presidents, deans 
and directors, as well as the 2001 Information Technology Plan Task 
Force, the 2003 TEACH Act Task Force, the University Convocation 
Committee and the 2013-15 Southern Association of Colleges and 
Schools Reaffirmation Compliance Subcommittee on Library and 
Learning Resources. He has also been very active professionally at 
the regional and national levels—chairing or serving on more than 
three dozen American Library Association committees, task forces 
and boards; serving as President of the Library Leadership and 
Management Association; chairing Georgia Library Association’s 
Academic Library Division; chairing the University System of 
Georgia Regents Academic Committee on Libraries twice; editing The 
Journal of Access Services; reviewing for the journal College & Research 
Libraries, the National Endowment for the Humanities, and the 
Institute of Museum and Library Services; co-editing a monograph 
on access services and authoring dozens of journal articles, 
conference presentations and book reviews regarding collection 
management, librarian faculty status, and library administration; 
serving on five visiting teams for American Council on Education’s 
Military Installation Voluntary Education Review program and nine 
reaffirmation review teams for the Southern Association of Colleges 
and Schools; and co-founding and co-chairing the annual Georgia 
International Conference on Information Literacy. For these and 
other distinguished contributions to the Libraries, the University and 
the profession, Dr. W. Bede Mitchell has earned the title of Professor 
and Dean Emeritus of Libraries.
DR. JAYNE PERKINS-BROWN, Senior Associate Vice President for 
Student Affairs and Enrollment Management (SAEM) and Director 
of Strategic Research and Analysis, who retired September 30, 2017. 
Dr. Perkins-Brown received her Bachelor of Science (1976) degree 
from Mississippi University for Women. She earned her Master of 
Education (1980) from Mississippi State University and her Ph.D. 
(1999) from the University of Southern Mississippi. At the time of 
her retirement, Dr. Perkins-Brown served for 16 years at Georgia 
Southern University. During her tenure at Georgia Southern, 
she served on the leadership team for two successful SACSCOC 
reaffirmations for the University. Additionally, she served on various 
teams seeking to improve efficiencies and technological advancements 
as well as provide leadership and support for enrollment management, 
strategic planning and institutional effectiveness strategies; these 
included the President’s Task Force on Program Review, Strategic 
Planning Council, Enrollment Management Council, Complete 
College Georgia (CCG) Campus Team, Student Affairs and 
Enrollment Management Directors, Blackboard Analytics Core Team, 
DegreeWorks Steering Committee, USG-CCG Campus Steering 
Team, Institutional Effectiveness Program Review Committee 
and Technology Advisory Steering Committee. She served as the 
project lead migrating from SSNs to Eagle IDs as University IDs. 
Dr. Perkins-Brown also represented the University in various 
University System of Georgia key projects, including the USG Space 
Utilization Study Team; USG Metrics Working Group; Complete 
College Georgia, 2015; USG Data Element Dictionary (DED) 
Standardization Project; USG Enrollment Management Symposium; 
USG Data Analysis - Subject Matter Expert (SME) Team; and USG 
Retention and Graduation Team. For these and other contributions, 
Dr. Jayne Perkins-Brown earned the title of Senior Associate Vice 
President and Director Emerita.
DR. DAN REA, Professor of Educational Psychology, who will retire 
on July 31, 2019. Dr. Rea received his Bachelor of Arts (1969) 
from the University of Missouri and his Master of Arts in Teaching 
Secondary Mathematics (1974) from Howard University. He earned 
a Doctorate of Education in Educational Psychology (1983) from 
the University of Massachusetts-Amherst. Joining the faculty at 
Georgia Southern in 1991 as an associate professor, he was promoted 
to full professor in 2001. At the graduate and undergraduate 
levels, he has demonstrated a strong commitment toward helping 
students understand the psychological foundations of education. 
His teaching record has remained consistently noteworthy over 
his career as he has worked with students primarily at the master’s, 
specialists, and doctoral levels. Dr. Rea has also continuously served 
(25 years) as the conference co-chair for the National Youth-At-
Risk Conference in Savannah—Georgia Southern’s largest and most 
successful academic conference. He is also the founding editor of the 
National Youth-At-Risk Journal, which boasts worldwide readership 
of peer-reviewed research, and the co-editor of the Georgia Southern 
University Educational Forum, an innovative journal outlet for 
graduate student work. Dr. Rea has been recognized for his many 
accomplishments with awards that include the 2011 College of 
Education’s Jack Miller Service Award, the 2009 University Faculty 
“Unsung Hero” Award (for mentoring and advising students) and the 
2009 University Essence Multicultural Diversity Award (for actively 
promoting educational awareness of international cultures and 
world religions). At the professional level, he has served as a national 
officer in the American Educational Research Association’s Chaos 
& Complexity special interest group and Holistic Education special 
interest group. In the area of scholarship, Dr. Rea has published 
peer reviewed and editorial articles and edited books and chapters. 
Generally, his scholarly work has focused on fostering the well-
being of youth placed at risk, motivating student underachievers, 
and transforming schools into peaceful learning communities. In 
the area of instructional contributions and teaching, Dr. Rea has 
been a chairperson and/or member of many successful Curriculum 
Studies dissertation committees, actively provided in-service 
workshops for public school teachers and parents, developed and 
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maintained the college’s website, “Closing the Achievement Gap 
for Educators,” and is currently developing a College of Education 
certificate for “Educating Students in Poverty.” Overall, Dr. Rea has 
made significant contributions, throughout his nearly three decades 
long Georgia Southern career, that have resulted in lasting impact 
on the regional community and important national visibility and 
recognition to the institution. For these and other contributions to 
the department, college, University and profession, Dr. Dan Rea has 
achieved the title of Professor Emeritus of Educational Psychology.
DR. FREDRICK J. RICH, Professor of Geology, who is retiring 
May 31, 2019. Dr. Rich received his Bachelor of Science degree 
from the University of Wisconsin (1973) and earned his Ph.D. from 
Pennsylvania State University (1979). Joining the faculty at Georgia 
Southern University in the fall of 1988, he served as a professor 
of Geology for 31 years. Dr. Rich also served as the chair of the 
Department of Geology and Geography from 1988 to 1998 and was 
the recipient of the Georgia Southern University Award for Excellence 
in Research/Creative Scholarly Activity in 2001. Prior to coming to 
Georgia Southern, Dr. Rich was an associate professor of Geology 
and Geological Engineering at the South Dakota School of Mines 
and Technology from 1979 to 1988. Throughout his 40-year career 
as a geologist, Dr. Rich generated over $1.8 million in research and 
instructional funding and published 43 peer-reviewed papers, 14 
book chapters, 21 field guides, 6 technical reports, and 91 abstracts. 
For his many contributions to the department, college, University 
and profession, Dr. Fredrick J. Rich has earned the title of Professor 
Emeritus of Geology.
DR. DAVID C. ROSTAL, Professor of Biology, who is retiring 
on May 31, 2019, after 26 years of service to Georgia Southern 
University. Dr. Rostal earned his B.S. from Pacific University in 
1980, a M.S. from Portland State University in 1986 and a Ph.D. 
from Texas A & M University in 1991. He conducted postdoctoral 
research at the Center for Reproduction of Endangered Species 
associated with the San Diego Zoo from 1991 to 1993. Dr. Rostal 
joined the faculty of Georgia Southern as an assistant professor 
in 1993, was promoted to associate professor in 1998 and to full 
professor in 2004. During Dr. Rostal’s tenure at Georgia Southern, 
he taught 12 different courses, mentored 50 undergraduate 
researchers in his laboratory, and served as major professor to 21 
graduate students. His research at Georgia Southern focused on the 
reproductive physiology and life history of animals, but particularly 
turtles and other reptiles. Internationally known for his research 
on the reproductive physiology of sea turtles and tortoises, he has 
studied all seven species of sea turtles. A prolific author, Dr. Rostal 
has published over 50 peer-reviewed papers and book chapters, one 
book, 18 technical reports, and over 140 research presentations and 
invited seminars, and received over $750,000 in external and internal 
funding in support of his research. In recognition of his scholarly 
contributions, Dr. Rostal was awarded the Allen E. Paulson College 
of Science and Technology Award for Excellence in Research (2003) 
the Georgia Southern University Award for Excellence in Scholarship 
(2003), and the College of Science and Technology Tenured Faculty 
Member of the Year (2010). Dr. Rostal was active in service at 
departmental, college and university levels. For these meritorious 
accomplishments and others not enumerated here, Dr. David Rostal 
deserves the title of Professor Emeritus of Biology.
DR. WILLIAM A. SCHMID, Associate Professor of Music, who is 
retiring May 31, 2019, after 33 years of service to Georgia Southern 
University. Dr. Schmid earned his B.M. (Music Education, 1979) 
from the University of Dayton. He earned his M.M. (Music 
Education, 1981) from North Texas State University and DMA 
(Trumpet Performance, 1991) from the University of North Texas. 
He joined the faculty in 1986 as assistant professor and was promoted 
to associate professor in 1997. Dr. Schmid directed the Georgia 
Southern Jazz Ensemble for 25 years and played with noteworthy jazz 
artists such as Louis Bellson, David Liebman, Clark Terry, Jimmy 
Heath, Joey DeFrancesco and Dianne Schurr. He has also been an 
active composer and arranger, with over 40 commercial publications 
to his credit. For his devotion to the institution and his many 
professional accomplishments, Dr. William A. Schmid has earned the 
title Professor Emeritus of Music.
DR. ANASTATIA SIMS, Professor of History, who is retiring June 
30, 2019. Dr. Sims received her Bachelor of Arts (1974) from the 
University of Texas at Austin. She earned her Master of Arts in 
History (1976) and her Doctorate of Philosophy from the University 
of North Carolina at Chapel Hill (1985). She joined the faculty of 
the History department at Georgia Southern in 1987. She developed 
undergraduate and graduate courses in American Women’s History, 
Recent American History, and Biography. She was among the first 
members of the History department to teach large sections of the 
American History Survey course, and she continued to teach large 
sections every term for more than 20 years. She directed several 
M.A. theses; in 2016, one of her students won the Averitt Award for 
Excellence in Graduate Research. In addition, she mentored several 
undergraduate Honors projects. She participated in the establishment 
of the Women’s and Gender Studies Program and served as the 
program’s interim director in 2002. Dr. Sims has authored one book, 
co-edited another, and has published articles and book chapters; 
her article on the woman suffrage movement in Tennessee won the 
Tennessee Historical Society’s Moore Memorial Award. She has 
delivered numerous conference papers and invited addresses to both 
academic and general audiences at local, regional and national events, 
including an invited speech at the 50th national convention of the 
Girl Scouts. She has received several grants over the course of her 
career, including a Rockefeller fellowship at the Duke-University of 
North Carolina Center for Research on Women. She is currently 
co-investigator on a project jointly sponsored by the National Park 
Service and the Organization of American Historians. She has 
served on or chaired too many department, college and university 
committees to count. She has been an active member of professional 
organizations and has served on committees and boards, including 
a nine-year stint on the editorial board of the Georgia Historical 
Quarterly. For her many contributions to the department, college, 
University and profession, Dr. Anastatia Sims merits the title of 
Professor Emerita of History.
DR. WILLIAM L. SMITH, Professor of Sociology, who is retiring 
May 31, 2019. Dr. Smith earned his Ph.D. in Sociology from the 
University of Notre Dame. He holds the M.A. in Sociology from 
Marquette University and the B.A. in Sociology and Business from 
Loras College. Prior to joining the Georgia Southern faculty, he 
held positions at Carroll College and Loras College, where he served 
as chair of the department from 1991-1994. Dr. Smith joined the 
faculty in the Department of Sociology & Anthropology at Georgia 
Southern in September 1994. A prolific scholar, Dr. Smith has 
published two academic research monographs: Irish Priests in the 
United States: A Vanishing Subculture and Families and Communes: An 
Examination of Nontraditional Lifestyles. His original research has been 
published in 54 peer-reviewed journal articles and two book chapters. 
He has further published one review essay, 24 book reviews, and 12 
encyclopedia entries, and delivered over 50 conference presentations. 
Dr. Smith’s research has focused most often on the sociology of religion, 
with a significant body of work examining religion and ethnic identity 
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among Irish Americans. In addition, he has turned his attention 
to the scholarship of teaching and learning, examining a number 
of contemporary issues on college campuses. Dr. Smith has been a 
frequent research collaborator with colleagues and, in this way, has 
served as an important mentor to junior faculty in particular. He has 
further mentored faculty as a leader of the department’s Tenure and 
Promotion Committee, as well as a member of the college Personnel 
Review Committee. In addition to his many other service roles, 
including a term on the editorial board of the American Sociological 
Association’s journal Teaching Sociology, he served for years on the 
Human Subjects Internal Review Board (IRB). Students will remember 
him best for his high expectations and rigorous readings in courses like 
Sociology of Religion, Sociology of the Family, Race and Ethnicity, 
Sociology of Community, and Senior Seminar. He has also served on 
11 student thesis committees. For these and many other achievements 
in teaching, scholarship and service, Dr. Smith was awarded the Ruffin 
Cup by the College of Liberal Arts and Social Sciences in 2016, and has 
earned the title of Professor Emeritus of Sociology.
DR. JAMES A. (SANDY) STREATER JR., Associate Dean and 
Professor, who is retiring June 30, 2019. Dr. Streater received his 
Bachelor of Arts degree in English from the University of South 
Carolina-Columbia (1971). He earned a Master of Education in 
Health Education (1974) and a Doctorate of Education in Health 
Education Administration (1987) also from the University of South 
Carolina-Columbia. Before coming to Georgia Southern, Dr. Streater 
taught Audiology for nearly 10 years at the Medical University of 
South Carolina. Joining the faculty at Armstrong State College 
in 1988, Dr. Streater was the only faculty member in the Health 
Sciences program which now offers five undergraduate and four 
graduate degrees. He served as chair of the Department of Health 
Sciences from 1993 to 2014, before becoming the Interim Assistant 
Dean (2014-2015), and later the Associate Dean (2015-2019) of the 
Waters College of Health Professions. Dr. Streater has been awarded 
over $700,000 in grants and published over 20 articles in addition to 
serving on dozens of community and professional advisory boards. 
He was awarded the Brockmeier Award for teaching, the Georgia 
Public Health Association’s Barfield Award for Outstanding Research, 
was inducted into the Delta Omega Honorary Public Health Society, 
and was a member of the Alpha Eta Honorary Allied Health Society. 
For his many contributions to the department, college, University, 
profession and community, Dr. James A. (Sandy) Streater has earned 
the title of Associate Dean and Professor Emeritus.
DR. PATRICIA WACHHOLZ, Professor of Elementary Education, 
who is retiring May 31, 2019. Dr. Wachholz earned her Bachelor of 
Arts (1970) degree from Western Michigan University. She received 
her Master of Education (1991) degree from the University of North 
Florida and, in 1995, completed her doctoral studies at University of 
Memphis, earning her Doctorate of Education degree. Dr. Wachholz 
was hired as dean and professor of the College of Education at 
Armstrong State University in 2008, returning to teaching full-
time in 2015. Dr. Wachholz brought a record of educational 
accomplishments, having authored more than 50 publications and 
presentations in state, regional, national and international forums, 
secured over $4 million in funded grants, and has been recognized 
for excellence in research regionally and nationally. Her record of 
service established her place as a leader in local, state and national 
organizations. She served as co-editor of Connections, the Journal of 
the Georgia Council of Teachers of English, and was recognized in 2018 
by the National Council of Teachers of English with the Affiliate 
Journal of Excellence Award. For these and many other contributions 
to the department, college, University and profession, Dr. Patricia 
Wachholz has earned the title of Professor Emerita of Elementary 
Education.
DR. JANICE WALKER, Professor of English, who is retiring May 
31, 2019. Dr. Walker earned her Associate of Science degree from 
Kennesaw College in 1978. She went on to earn her Bachelor of Arts 
(1994), Master of Arts (1996), and Doctorate of Philosophy (1999) 
degrees from the University of South Florida. At the time of her 
retirement, Dr. Walker will have taught 20 years at Georgia Southern 
University. During her tenure, she established herself as a nationally 
known scholar on computers and writing. She has received multiple 
awards for scholarship, service and technological innovation. Dr. 
Walker co-wrote several books, including a textbook on research and 
writing that went into a third edition, and she wrote or co-wrote 
dozens of articles and book chapters. Dr. Walker has given several 
dozen conference presentations, and conferences have been a large 
part of her service to her discipline. Dr. Walker long supported 
the Graduate Research Network through the annual Computers 
and Writing conference. She also started the Georgia Conference 
on Information Literacy and led its development into the Georgia 
International Conference on Information Literacy. Dr. Walker has 
also distinguished herself in teaching at Georgia Southern. She was 
an early adopter of online teaching practices, which is reflected in 
her scholarship. She has taught at least 15 different courses here, 
working with undergraduate and graduate students. Her name is 
recognizable to colleagues in rhetoric and writing programs across the 
United States, and her national reputation has brought recognition 
to the University. For these and numerous other contributions to the 
department, college, University and profession, Dr. Janice Walker 
merits the title of Professor Emerita of English.
DR. THERESA M. WELFORD, Associate Professor of English, 
who is retiring June 30, 2019. Dr. Welford received her Bachelor of 
Arts degree in English from Armstrong State College (1979). She 
earned her Master of Arts in English from the University of Georgia 
(1981) and received her Doctorate of Philosophy in Literature from 
the University of Essex (2006). Dr. Welford joined the faculty at 
Georgia Southern University in 1987 as an instructor in the former 
Department of English. She was promoted to assistant professor in 
1995 and earned promotion to associate professor in the Department 
of Writing and Linguistics in 2007. Dr. Welford’s areas of teaching 
include First Year Writing and creative writing. She has created a 
number of specific courses in creative writing, including Writing 
for Young Readers and a course on travel writing in Italy for study 
abroad. Dr. Welford has been an active writer and scholar as well. 
She has edited two books, has published dozens of poems, and she 
currently has multiple works out for review or in the final stages of 
publication. Dr. Welford has given dozens of conference presentations 
to a variety of audiences over the years. For these and other 
contributions to the department, college, University and profession, 
Dr. Theresa M. Welford has earned the title of Associate Professor 
Emerita of English.
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PREVIOUS HONORARY DEGREES AWARDED 
BY GEORGIA SOUTHERN UNIVERSITY
The Board of Regents approves the awarding of a highly selective honorary degree, which is conferred by University System of Georgia 
institutions to recognize individuals of notable achievement in an academic field, the arts and letters, their profession or public service. Since 
1996, Georgia Southern University has been privileged to confer Honorary Doctoral Degrees to the exceptional individuals listed below.
BETTY FOY SANDERS Doctor of Fine Arts August 11, 1996
THE HONORABLE CARL SANDERS Doctor of Laws August 11, 1996
ALLEN E. PAULSON Doctor of Science June 14, 1997
THE HONORABLE F. EVERETT WILLIAMS Doctor of Humane Letters December 8, 1997
JACKIE ANDERSON STRANGE Doctor of Letters June 14, 1998
THE HONORABLE ARTHUR GIGNILLIAT Doctor of Humane Letters December 19, 1998
WILLIAM FREEMAN Doctor of Letters May 8, 1999
EMMA KELLY Doctor of Fine Arts May 9, 1999
EUGENE M. BISHOP Doctor of Letters May 13, 2000
HALA MODDELMOG Doctor of Letters May 5, 2007
LUIS A. AGUILAR Doctor of Public Service May 11, 2013
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1. From hum–ble  farm be  –   gin – nings Sprung up  from  san - dy   earth    A-
Caryl Cain Brown David Mathew
Georgia Southern University
Alma Mater
mong the tow-’ring pine trees  stands  a  trea-sure  of  great  worth. Her  price  can - not   be
mea –  sured  in     sil  – ver   or    in     gold  but    in    the    love   and  loy  - al - ty  that
ma - ny hearts  en – fold. 
2. Through tri-umphs and through  tri –    als       Our      Al – ma  Ma - ter’s   stood   as
sol– id   as    the   oak  trees   for –    jus – tice and  for     good.  As through these gates we
tra  –  vel   and though our way must  part  our   Geor-gia   Sou–thern mem’–  ries we’ll
keep with - in    our   hearts. 
Georgia  Sou-thern U - ni -ver-si-ty,  On  ea-gles  wings  you
Chorus
soar — We   pledge   to    you  our    loy - al - ty  and     love  for - ev  -  er      more.
ALMA MATER
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